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The Carbide Dump

The Carbide Dumpis published monthly by the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National Speleological Society in Roanoke, Virginia. Distributien date i

approximately the second week of each month. An issue may be skipped if insufficient material is received. Contributtdes afd artwork

are invited and will be gratefully acknowledged. Art work originals will be returned. Contributions should be sent ttothe Béigular and

associate grotto membership ($10) includeSagbide Dump subscription. Subscriber rate is $10.00. Exchanges with other grotto and caving
H: (540)989-7693 W: (540)387-8613

organizations are invited. Direct exchange il Stewart.
email: sockydr@cox.net or sockymss@cox.net

The Blue Ridge Grotto holds its monthly meetings every third Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the second floor meeting
room of the Vinton Firehouse, 120 Jackson Ave, VintariVA 24179.

EXCHANGE MAIL/TRIP COORDINATOR
Al Stewart
2528Montgomery Ave. S.W.
Roanoke, Va. 240154204
H: (540)989-0483
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David & Mary Sue Socky
6572 Woodbrook Dr. S.W.
Roanoke, Va. 24018402 ‘“

GROTTO OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

Chairman Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer Safety & Technigues
Susan Burr David Socky Aaron Moses Carl Cornett Dan McConnell

H: 5409895809
pondlady97@cox.net

Opinions expressed in Ti@arbide Dumpare those of the editorsinless otherwise acknowledged. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
except by the National Speleological Society and its various internal organizations, without the written consent oRidgeBG®tto.

You can access th€arbide Dumpelectronically at: http://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm
Copyright 2010 by the Blue Ridge Grotto

H:540989-7693  C: 5465206507
sockydr@cox.net amoses80@hotmail.net

H: 540-342-3950 H: 540-966-1345

pitresg@aol.com

Contributors: Dave & Mary Sue Socky, Marian McConnell, Doug Feller, Ed Saugstad, Alex Sproul, John Pearson, Bob Hoke, Wil Orndorff,
Pat Bingham, Bill Balfour, Mark Minton, George Veni, Walt Pirie, Brian Krebs, David Riggs, Jerry Fuller.

Cover. Formations irBlack Forest Shaft/Stomp Bottom Pit.Photo by Doug Feller
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NOTE: Please honor the USFWS mora- BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton
torium on wild caving until more is
known about White Nose Syndrome.
Learn more about preventing the
spread of WNS at http://www.fws.gov/

June 56: Resurvey of Grand Cav-
erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration F|rehouse

and restoration projects. Contact Carol Aug 26, 2010 NSS Convention Essex
Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.comto re- AUd 20, £

Junction, VT. Chair: Ken Moore

northeast/whitenose/ serve a slot. mudratl@pshift.com
EINAL ContainmentandDecontamina- June 18:BRG meeting, 7:30pVinton )
tionProceduresforCaversJune2009.pdf Firehouse. Aug 2829 Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration and
restoration projects. Contact Carol Tider-
man ctider@us.ibm.conto reserve a slot.
(This is Sept. weekend, moved to avoid
conflicts).

Sept. 26: Old Timer's Reunion, Dailey,

May 21: NO BRG meeting- Go to

Spring VAR! June 19: Catawba Murder Hole
pring I

BRG Day: You MUST sign up. Con-

May 2123; Spring VAR (Virginia tact Marian McConnell at 540 309
Area Region) Meeting- Hosted by Bub- 47070rmarian.mcconn_ell@qmail.com
ble Cave. LLC at the WV State Fair- See page 29 for more info.

grounds in Fairlea, WV. See page 33 of june 1720: 59th annuaSERA Cave
this issue for more info Carnival, Monteagle, TN. Hosted by

May 2831 Speleofest at the Lone Star the Sewanee Mountain Grotto. Con-
Cave Preserve, near Elizabethtown, KY. tact Maureen Handler tnshot-

Hosted by The Louisville Grotto. See
louisville.caves.org/Speleofest.htmdgor
more info.

May 2830: Treasures of the Earth
Rock & Mineral Show, Salem Civic

Center, Salem, VA. $ 4.00 admission.

gun@earthlink.net for more info.

July 1518 Karst-O-Rama, Great

Saltpeter Cave Preserve, Mt. Vernon,
See

KY. Hosted by GCG.
www.karstorama.corfor info.

WV. You must be a TRA member to
attend. Sewww.otr.orgfor more info.

Oct 16 Bridge Day. See http:/
www. officialbridgeday.com/ for more

info. e
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Meeting Notice

i i i Catawba Murder Hole BRG Day:
The May 21, 2010 meeting of the Blug rBeF;g metiténgyé”yvteespa'ggg_be y
Ridge Grotto will NOT occur because d hito-/blueridgearotto.orq ' Sﬁturday, ﬂune 19, 2010, 9am
. —_— : . " The trib i :
Spring VAR. _ _ under the O0Organiz a%tﬁlpa’wn %avebBlE)L%rptosoesn
PROGRAM - Will be the Spring VAR e Check on théatsfor WNS in all 3
program Saturday evening after dinner. n Sympathy levels.*
Grotto Tri p Marian McConneII's father passed *Only vertically competent cavers
away April 26, 2hOlO' Ourdthougr}ts qlnd willing to assist with photography will
Spring VAR pl\)/lrayers are with you and your family,  pe on the trip to the lower level. We
There are no fofficials BRG trips for Wilprovide thi rOpeSha_nd rigging, t_)utI
the month of May, but if you woul ) cavers must have their own vertical
like to go caving, come to the Sprifig Congratulations gear.

to Aaron Moses, who has finally com-

VAR on May 22. See Spring VA pleted his B.S. in Civil Engineering at ® Photographall 3 levels for the

information on page 33.

Virginia Tech. Way to go, Aaron! book. Marian is writing about Mur-
- der Hole.*
%?g/ ?\Iast:i)r:;yG[;gguggggP I?)ata Center * Offer vertical training (in the Day-
Recent WNS Cave has released the latest geomagnetic  light Cave only).
Closures models which are good for the 2610 CLEAN DECONTAMINATED gear is
From VARlistserv 2015 timeframe. You will need these to mandatory. BRG members onlyThere

calculate your compass declinations for is no limit to how many people can par-
(Wil Orndorff) State and federal staff, your particular cave area. There are aticipate in the training by Dan, our Safety
university scientists, and caver volunteers number of software options out there, & Techniques Officer, in the Daylight

visited Hupmans Saltpetre Cave on some need a manual upgrade. ThereCavebut wedl | probably

April 14, 2010 to assess the status of theare also excellent calculators on the level trip to 12. Please RSVP to Marian
bat population. NGDC web site. McConnell at: (540) 304707 or email

More than 1,000 bats were present, with http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/geomag/ at marian.mcconnell@qmail.com’
~ 10% exhibiting visible fungus.

This cave is visited very infrequently and

is gated and locked. The gate had to be The Origins of Stalagmite and Stalactite
excavated in order to enter the cave. from GVKS - Mark Minton and George Veni

It appears to be the first year of obvious

infection at this location, similar to how | thought folks might be interested in "dripping" or "to drip," which is how
Breathing Cave appeared last year. Thethis etymology of the words stalactite stalactites forms, by dripping. The prefix
appearance of WNS at Hupmans is noand stalagmite. Comments by George "stalag" means "dripped" or 'dripped on,"
surprise given its proximity to positive Veni, director of NCKRI and of Greek which is how stalagmites form, by being
sites in the Alleghany highlands of Vir- ancestry. dripped on.

ginia and West Virginia. Mark Minton George Veni
00600000

The spelling of stalactite and stalag-
mite is in fact very logical. The fact
that it isn't apparent to many is the
price paid when we adopt words from
other languages, in this case, Greek. In
Greek, the prefix "stalac" mean

(Pat Bingham) 4/2/2010:Rick Lambert
noted fungal growth on several species of
bats inStar Chapel Cave, VA

Info and reporting form available at:

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/
natural_heritage/documents/
VAWNSCaveEntranceSurveyForm.pdf
remember to send in the paperwork to ‘@fg\«? AQUA LUNGAS MYOT!S
Wil Orndorff at e ( S1tvow gars )
Wil.Orndorff@dcr.virginia.gov

L)
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Pit Plumbers- The *Stomp Bottom Pit Project

By Mary Sue SocKy pPhotos by Doug Feller

A Long, Long time age April 1987 - Doug
Feller stood in a shallow sinkhole in the Bote-
tourt Triangle, held onto wild grapevines for
safety and stomped open a pit, which was
explored and added to the Botetourt Co. VA
Cave Survey. This cave was ham&tiomp
Bottom Pit", and was left alone in its wood-
land setting.

Fast forward to the 21st century. The prop-

erty had been subdivided, and nice homes on

large lots are being constructed in the wood-

land setting. The cave has a new owner,
Sharon Mohney, and she graciously asked

BRG to come look at the caves on her prop-

erty. Doug Feller felt there was something
familiar about the pit in her "front yard" that

she cBIl dek FBor.edHmmnmghaft o
we looked up old records, and YESt was

Doug's old find, the forest pit he had stomped

open a few decades earlier. The entrance was
somewhat larger now thanks to decades of
runoff and the forces of gravity. the large rocks could be safely removed with the backhoe bucket, depositing the boul-
without damaging the cave entrance. ders between the sinkhole edge and the road
they made a nice "border". There were two
big rocks (and several smaller ones) to be
removed; after the first rock, the guys wisely
rigged into a rope for safety while they
strapped up the remaining rocks. Finally,
Stomp Bottom Pit was once again open!
Roger and Ray were amazed at how well
q cavers work together.

November 2009 Sharon Mohney contacted _
BRG with a problem and a request: Her "well April 17, 2010- Doug Feller, Dave Socky,
-intentioned" new neighbors across the street Mary Sue Socky, and Susan Burr arrived at
had a contractor push large rocks into the Sharon's property to unplug the pit. The
entrance of Stomp Bottom Pit, 'so their kids contractors were there, and they had
and dog wouldn't fall in there'. Unfortu- brought a full size backhoe yay! This
nately, they neglected to get Sharon's per- Made the job SO much easier. (We had a
mission to fill in or modify the cave and she ~ Plan B, involving 4 wheel drives, come
was livid. The contractor admitted his error, alongs, and 2" webbing, but that woul
and agreed to help her-open the cave. BRG have taken all day.) Doug and Dave Our work was not yet done. Doug, Dave, and
cavers Doug Feller, Randy Michael, and Dave Wrapped the large rocks with webbing, tow Susan geared up to drop the pit and make sure
Socky visited the cave, and determined that Straps, and Roger and Ray lifted them out there were no obstructions further in. They
also wanted to be sure the neighbors' con-
struction materials' had not blown into the pit.
So they went to the very bottom. Susan said it
was the nicest rappel she had ever done, she
was not nervous at all. They found forma-
tions, an underground spring and stream, baby
salamanders, and several healthy looking
sleeping bats in the bottom of the cave. One
bat was not asleep, and kept flying at Susan's
face! Thankfully there was no construction
detritus in the cave.

While the trio was underground, Sharon
Mohney and Mary Sue Socky began digging
holes for fence posts to support a chain link
fence. Four holes had been dug by the time
the vertical party emerged. Once again,
Roger and Ray were amazed that "those guys
and that little girl' went down into the pit, and
emerged unscathed.

The pit had been unplugged successfully by
noon. Everyone was happy. Sharon and

The back hoe pulling the first rock out (Continued on pag@1)

= o



May 2010, V45, #5 The Carbide Dump 3

(Continued from pag8a0) UPDATE: We asked Sharon Mohney what
Missy fed us a wonderful lunch, and best of name her cave should be calledas it
all, the adjoining neighbors saw how helpful Black Forest Shaft or Stomp Bottom Pit?
cavers were, performing what seemed an She repliedii Stomp Bottom Pit that

“impossible task™ hopefully they will allow  was the originalnamend | 6 m f i
us to explore the caves on their property inthej t @q * Stomp Bottom Pitit shall be.
future. ’

Doug Feller cleaning

the entrance Susan Burr rappelling in

WVa Connectioré@

By aLilBdSaugstadoNSS 18023 =

During the past couple of months, |, Liebman on a recon trip into the en- about, and one lone pip (apparently
along with Rocky Parsons, have assistedtrance room of General Davis Cave, healthy) on the ceiling. We also saw evi-
George Dasher in his dye tracing efforts Monroe Co. WV on Friday evening dence of people coming in and setting
in Monroe County, WV. Most of this 5/7/2010. We arrived at the cave wood fires, but this did not appear very
was done in the Second Creek, Wolf shortly after local sunset, and did not recent. There also were a few large (two
Creek, and Indian Creek drainages see any bat activity outside the cave. to three feet tall) red symbols painted on
Once inside, we did see a couple of the right wall (facing in). Perhaps there

The only other caveelated activity I've b bats (species undetermined) flying will be more next month...

been involved in was to accompany Bo

e

Ed with red dye




> The Carbide Dump May 2010, V45, #5

Monongahela National Forest

Caves Closed until 2012
from VARIlistserv 4/23/2010 on behalf of David A. Riggs (david.a.riggs@gmail.com)

Without giving the public any notice | had a lengthy conversation with the As of 4:15PM Friday, April 23, | have
whatsoever, the Forest Service has ex-USFS via telephone this afternoon, and not seen any update regarding the greater
tended the cave and mine closure on thethe woman | spoke with repeatedly Region 9 closure; therefore, it appears
Monongahela National Forest until June assured me that this closure extensionthat unless a closure is signed in the next
30, 2012. This new closure order-204  was "for the dying bats", though she few hours, it is "legal" to cave on Eastern
was signed more than one week ago, butcould offer no explanation as to how Region National Forest caves, except for
neither the Region 9 nor the MNF web- the closure could benefit anyone or Mon National Forest caves, as of tomor-
sites mention it, despite the fact that the anything if the public isn't notified of row, April 24. Perhaps this would be a
Region 9 closure R9-01 expires tomor- said closure. She assured me that allgood weekend to do some constructive,
row, April 24. public comments and concerns would batsafe caving on legal National Forest
Closure order 21,04 pe addressed if submitted via thg un land to show the USFS that blanket clo-
linkable contact form athttp://  sures are unnecessary.

http.//fs.usda.gov/Internet/ fs.usda.gov/mnffollowed by clicking
FSE _DOCUMENTS/ "Contact Us".

stelprdb5065984.pdf

SCCi Opens Long Island Cove

Preserve, AL Caves
(from VARIistserv and Walt Pirie) 5/10/2010

The Southeastern Cave Conservancy,Cove Preserve Management Committee
Inc. (SCCi) has just opened to visita- atLonglsland@scci.org
tion Long Island Cove in Jackson

Access to the Long Island Cove Preserve

County, Alabama. The 3,0adcre o costing the SCCi $4,000 this year.

Grotto Store Long Island Cove Preserve contains pq,qo help us continue to provide access
- - two notable pits, one significant hori- : ; :
These goodies are available at eac to unique properties and classic caves
g zontal cave, and seven other known . : .
and every Grotto meeting: caves; all of these caves have been. < inese by becoming an SCCi Sustain-
cIoseci for several years. Deep Well, at ing Member. Details of our Sustaining
. Snot_GIoves: $1.50pair 292 feet, is the deepest opain pit in Membership program are available at
e T-Shirts: $7.00each the threestate caving region com- http://www.scci.org/Support/
* BRG Patches: $4.00each monly referred to as TAG (Tennessee, sustaining.html
* Bumper Stickers: $1.00each Alabama and Georgia). N@oDeep  \while the SCCi has just opened several

Well, at 253 feet, is also an impressive cayes, it is important to note that the
pit. Long Island Saltpeter Cave, which g takes very seriously the bat afflic-
contains over three miles of known tjon of White Nose Syndrome. The SCCi
passage, has been gated and essentiallyij| continue in its efforts to protect and
closed to visitation for over 15 years. nreserve not only bats but all flora and
Additional information about the Pre- 5.na in all of our caves. Through our
serve, including the complete manage- ey Cave Visitation Policy, the SCCi is

ment plan, is on the Long Island Cove homoting the concept of "clean caving"
Preserve page of the SCCi web site, atyg 5 way of conserving our fragile cave
www.scci.org/preserves/longisland/ ecosystems. More information on our

longisland.html Cave Visitation Policy is available on the
At this time, the preserve will be open SCCi web site, atww.scci.org

under a permit system, to SCCi mem- gian Krebs, Chairman

bers only. Permit applications may be

obtained by contacting the Long Island




