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Aug 2-6: NSS Convention, Essex 

Junction, VT.  Chair:  Ken Moore  

mudrat1@pshift.com 

Aug 14-15: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration 

and restoration projects. Contact Carol 

Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.com to re-

serve a slot.  (NOTE: Date Change) 

August 20: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vin-

ton Firehouse. (No Pool Party) 

Sept. 2-6: Old Timer's Reunion, 

Dailey, WV.  You must be a TRA 

member to attend.  See www.otr.org 

for more info. 

Sept 17: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

Sept 25: Vertical trip to Catawba 

Murder Hole, VA.  Contact Marian 

Mc Conne l l  540-309-4707  or 

marian.mcConnell@gmail.com  

 

NOTE: Please honor the USFWS mora-
torium on wild caving until more is 
known about White Nose Syndrome. 
Learn more about preventing the 
spread of WNS at  http://www.fws.gov/
n o r t h e a s t / w h i t e n o s e /
FINALContainmentandDecontamina-
tionProceduresforCaversJune2009.pdf  

 

July 10-11: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration and 

restoration projects. Contact Carol Tider-

man ctider@us.ibm.com to reserve a 

slot.  (NOTE: Change from usual week-

end due to holiday.) 

July 15-18: Karst-O-Rama, held at 

Great Saltpeter Cave Preserve, Mt. 
Vernon, KY.  Hosted by GCG.  See 

www.karstorama.com for registration, 

info. 

July 16:  BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

Oct 1-3:  Fall VAR, at Friar's Hole Cave 

Preserve, WV.  See info p.40-41 in this 

issue. 

Oct 7-10: 33rd Annual TAG Fall Cave-

In, Lookout Mountain, GA.  Hosted by 

Dogwood City Grotto.  NSS members & 

guests only. Sorry, no dogs or ATV's. See 

www.tagfallcavein.org for registration & 

info.   

Oct 15: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

Oct 16: Bridge Day. See http://

www.officialbridgeday.com/  for more 

info 

Nov 13:  WVCC Banquet.  Contact Bob 

Hoke at 301-725-5877 or bob@hoke.net 

for more info. 

Nov 19:  BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. Elections.  

Chairman Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer Safety & Techniques 

Susan Burr 

H: 540-989-5809 

pondlady97@cox.net   

David Socky 

H:540-989-7693 

sockydr@cox.net 

Aaron Moses 

C: 540-520-6507 
amoses80@hotmail.net 

Carl Cornett 

H: 540-342-3950 

 

Dan McConnell 

H: 540-966-1345 

pitresq@aol.com 

The Carbide Dump is published monthly by the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National Speleological Society in Roanoke, Virginia. Distribution date is 
approximately the second week of each month. An issue may be skipped if insufficient material is received.  Contributions of articles and artwork 
are invited and will be gratefully acknowledged. Art work originals will be returned. Contributions should be sent to the editor.   Regular and 
associate grotto membership ($10) includes a Carbide Dump subscription. Subscriber rate is $10.00. Exchanges with other grotto and caving 
organizations are invited.  Direct exchange mail to Al Stewart.  

 

      EXCHANGE MAIL/TRIP COORDINATOR   EDITORS                        
 Al Stewart     David & Mary Sue Socky 

 2528 Montgomery Ave.  S.W.   6572  Woodbrook  Dr.  S.W. 

 Roanoke,  Va.     24015-4204   Roanoke,  Va.       24018-5402 

 H: (540) 989-0483     H: (540) 989-7693  W: (540) 387-8613  

       email: sockydr@cox.net  or sockymss@cox.net 

The Blue Ridge Grotto holds its monthly meetings every third Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the second floor meeting 

room of the Vinton Firehouse, 120 Jackson Ave, Vinton, VA  24179. 

 

GROTTO OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

Opinions expressed in The Carbide Dump are those of the editors, unless otherwise acknowledged.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
except by the National Speleological Society and its various internal organizations, without the written consent of the Blue Ridge Grotto.  

You can access the Carbide Dump electronically at:  http://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm 

Copyright 2010 by the Blue Ridge Grotto 

Contributors:  Dave & Mary Sue Socky, Carl Cornett, Marian McConnell, Meredith Hall Weberg, Cheryl Jones, Peter 

Youngbaer, Wil Orndorff,  Jerry Fuller. 

 Cover:  Aaron Moses following in a virgin tube - Photo by Dave Socky 
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Meeting Notice 

The July 16, 2010 meeting of the Blue 

Ridge Grotto will be held at  Vinton 

Firehouse, 120 West Jackson Ave.  The 

meeting will start at 7:30 pm. 

The August 20, 2010 BRG meeting will 

be held, same time same place.   

PROGRAM - Slide programs of recent 

cave and hiking trips by members of the 

Blue Ridge Grotto.  So bring your mem-

ory stick of photos from those great 

trips.  A laptop will be available. 

Grotto Trip 

To Be Announced 
Come to the Grotto meeting to find out 

what’s happening on Saturday.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 

on the BRG webpage at:  

http://blueridgegrotto.org  
under the ‘Organization’ button. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
APRIL 16, 2010  

General Fund:   $ 6533.75  

Conservation: $   261.09  

Equipment:         $   224.12  
Cave Bucks:   $   127.30  

 Total        $ 7146.26 
 
 

BRG in August 
There was little interest in a pool party or 

other activity, so BRG WILL have an 

August meeting.  See you in the Vinton 

Firehouse meeting room August 20, 

2010.  

 
Catawba Murder Hole descent 
rescheduled for Sept 25, 2010  

The June BRG trip into Catawba Murder 

Hole was cancelled due to LOTS of rain 

and the probable formation of a lake in 

the lowermost level. So, if the weather 

holds, the CMH vertical trip to get to 

the very bottom of the cave has been 

rescheduled for Sept. 25, 2010 Please 

contact  Marian McConnell  at:  

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com or 540-

309-4707 to sign up.  

 
WNS found in Another Bat 
Species  
(from Peter Youngbaer, VAR Listserv 7/2/2010)  

 

Virginia formally announced finding 

Geomyces destructans on a new bat 

species: Myotis austroriparius, or 

Southeastern Myotis.  

However, as with other recent G.d 

findings, they did not confirm WNS.  

This is due to the increased sophistica-

tion of the PCR (polymerase chain 

reaction) analysis, and the fact that 

there was no confirming WNS histol-

ogy (it didn't show other clinical signs 

of WNS). Thus the map will indicate 

this as "likely."  

Here's the VDGIF Press Release:  

http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/
news/release.asp?id=261  
  

Ten BRG members attended the June 

BRG meeting. 

We were entertained with slide shows 

from Gap Cave, etc. 

If you go caving, please remember to 

"cave regionally" and to clean and de-

con all of your gear after every trip. 

Know of a potential caver?  Bring them 

to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 

BRG activity, do lots of fun things with 

the best cavers around ~    

Cave Softly and Safely 

Membership 
Updates 

WNS Updates 
VAR Listserv  7/5/2010 

Hey Cavers, 

  
The policy developed by the Virginia Cave 
Board with input from the caving community 
at the May 15 meeting went out for final ap-
proval last week.  I have heard from all of the 
participating caving organizations except for 
one.  Once all responses are in, presumably 
this week, the policy will be posted on the 

Virginia Cave Board website. 

 While I had fully expected the policy to be 
posted by June 1, some of the Virginia Cave 
Board members had concerns over some of 
the recommendations and these were dis-
cussed and to some extent addressed in the 

final document that now awaits approval. 

 As you all know, this policy contains recom-
mendations from the leadership of the caving 
community in Virginia, and is not a regula-
tory document per se.  Ultimately, decisions 

regarding access to specific caves rest in the 
hands of their owners, whether they be private 
citizens, non-government organizations, or 
governmental agencies. Hopefully the policy 
will be useful in discussing cave access with 

cave owners. 

 A big thanks to Pat Bingham, and to all of 
the cavers who participated in WNS entrance 
and cave surveys this year.  There will be 

continued opportunity for cavers to partner 
with agency staff as they monitor 
the progression and impact of WNS on Vir-

ginia's cave bats. 

 

Thanks, 
 

Wil Orndorff, VA DCR Karst Protection 
Coordinator 
[dyetracer@GMAIL.COM] 

NSS Members Manual  

Cover Art Wanted 

by Meredith Hall Weberg 

And once again it's time to submit cool cave 
or caver photos to me for possible use on the 
cover of the 2010 NSS Members Manual. No 
more than five in one email please and they 

must have been taken by you. No "bad" caver 
practices should be shown, like an ungloved 
hand holding onto a speleothem or not wear-

ing a helmet. 

Deadline for submissions is August 2, 2010.  

Take a look at the last few covers (of the NSS 

Members Manual) and see what kind of pho-
tos are winners.  YOURS could be the next 

cover! 

(originally printed in Region Record,  
v23n3, Summer 2010) 

http://members.cox.net/sockydr/brg/dump/brgdump.htm
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FALL MAR/VAR 2010 – October 1 - 3, 2010  
 

Lower Campground at Friars Hole Cave Preserve, Pocahontas County, West Virginia   
 

 

The D.C. Grotto and Baltimore Grotto invite you to attend the Fall 2010 joint meeting of the Mid Appalachian Region (MAR) and 
the Virginia Region (VAR) of the NSS.  The event will be held at the Friars Hole Cave Preserve in Pocahontas County, West Virginia, 
during the weekend of October 1–3, 2010.  There will be caving in the Friars Hole Cave System, the largest cave in the Appalachi-
ans, with 45.5 miles of mapped passage.  The cave preserve is owned by the Mothes family.  Robert Mothes runs the farm and con-
trols access to the Snedegar's Saltpeter Entrance, North Stream Entrance, Crookshank Pit, and Toothpick Entrance to Friars Hole.  

 

Camping and Facilities:  Primitive camping will be in the mowed hayfield between the North Stream Entrance and the Snedegars 
Saltpeter Entrance to the Friars Hole Cave System.  Well behaved, leashed pets are allowed, but their owners must care for them 
and keep them away from any livestock.  Camping is very primitive, so bring all water you may need.  Port-a-pots will be on site, 
but there will be no shower or washing facilities.  There is limited space, so be considerate of your very nearby neighbors.  Also, 
please plan to remove any trash your camp generates.  The closest restaurants and grocery stores are in Hillsboro (20–30 minutes), 
Marlinton (30–40 minutes), and Lewisburg (45–60 minutes), so bring everything you need for the weekend and minimize trips off-
site.  Fires will not be permitted.  Camping will be open from Noon Friday until 3 p.m. Sunday.  

 

Friday and Saturday Nights:  Beverages (beer, soda, water) and munchies will be provided.  No band has been booked, but ideas 
are still being discussed for a program and party.  

Trips:  There will be led trips.  
 

Saturday Night Feed:  Dinner on Saturday will be provided by the hosting grottoes.  The planned menu is bratwurst sausages or 
vegetarian option, with salad, baked beans (with bacon and vegetarian), corn, and whole small potatoes.  Beer, soda, and water 
will be available at night near registration.  Vegetarian meals must be pre registered.  

Sunday Morning Meeting:  The VAR business meeting will be held at 9 a.m. on Sunday.  The MAR ballot box will be at registration.  
 

Pre-registration Deadline:  You will receive a guidebook only if you pre-register by September 10.  Those who register on 
site will get dinner but no guidebook.  Pre-registration will cost $30 for VAR or MAR; $35 for combined VAR and MAR, $23 for chil-
dren (5–16), and free for children under 5.  On-site registration will cost $5 more.  

 

Directions:  From I 81, take I 64 West to Exit 169 in West Virginia, Lewisburg exit.  Go north on Route 219 for 24 miles (passing 
through Maxwelton, Frankford, and Renick) up to the top of Droop Mountain and turn left on Lobelia Road.  This is a one and a half 
lane road with some hairpin turns.  Follow it to a “T” at Jacox Road (Jacob on Google maps and many GPS units) and turn left.  You 
will pass a church on the right and a graveyard on the left.  Turn left into the first gravel driveway (labeled Boggs Run Road on GPS 
units).  Follow the driveway, passing over the cattle guard, to a clearing with a cabin (registration).  

 

Questions or Comments ï email to Dusty Gulden ï DustyCaver@aol.com   
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Registration Form  
 
FALL MAR/VAR 2010 ï October 1-3   
Lower Campgrounds at Friars Hole Cave Preserve,   

Pocahontas County, WV  

Pre-Registration Deadline is September 10th  

 
        price     number         total  

 
                Pre Register ï ADULT VAR  = $30 x  _____    =  __________ 
 
                (Includes Guidebook) MAR  = $30 x  _____    =  __________ 
 
   MAR/VAR = $35 x  _____    =  __________ 
 
                Pre Register - CHILD (under 16)  no dues or book    = $23 x  _____    =  __________ 
 
  Children under 5 are free.   on site +$5     _________                         
 
 
VEGETARIAN MEAL?  If yes, how many? _________________ 

 

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s):_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Grotto(es):______________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: __________________________________________________________ 
 
City:____________________________  State:_______  Zip:______________________ 
 
E mail:____________________________________     Phone:_____________________ 
 

Make Checks payable to: Baltimore Grotto of the NSS  
 
Mail to: Kim Fleischmann  
  115 Stoneleigh Rd.  
  Bel Air, MD 21014  
 
 

Any other questions, comments, concerns email Dusty Gulden ï DustyCaver@aol.com  


