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Meeting Notice

The September 18, 2009 meeting of the Blue
Ridge Grotto will be held at Vinton Fire-
house, 120 West Jackson Ave. The meeting
will start at 7:30 pm.

PROGRAM - This month’s program is the
conclusion of the video program called
“EZELLO6S CAVE And

THE BLIND MONSTER?” by Joe Furman.
This video was a Merit Award winner in the
2008 NSS Video Salon. It is about the

Blind Salamanders in Ezell’s Cave, TX.

Grotto Trip
Fall VAR 2009

Date & Time: September 25 through 27 at

Battle of Cedar Creek Campground, VA.

Trip Limitno limit. There is a fee.
Description

See page 61 for more information.

Membership Update

15 cavers and friends attended the Au-
gust 23 BRG Pool Party. Yes, that's
Sunday, 8/23. Saturday was very rainy.
Activities were rescheduled, and Sunday
was a much nicer day. Tall tales were
told, there were pool activities, lots of
food, fresh veggies from WVa, and
hopefully everyone got home before
dark.

Know of a potential caver? Bring
them to a BRG meeting, sponsor
them on a BRG activity, do lots of
fun things with the best cavers
around ~

Cave Softly and Safely

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRG Meeting Minutes — can be
read on the BRG webpage at:
http://blueridgeqgrotto.org

Grotto Store

These goodies are available at each
and every Grotto meeting:

* Snot Gloves:  $1.50 pair
® T-Shirts: $7.00 each
* BRG Patches: $4.00 each

* Bumper Stickers: $1.00 each

under the ‘Organization’ button.

New Business

BRG members need to discuss the fol-

lowing -

e Upcoming grotto outings and activi-
ties

® Grotto Christmas Cards

e Grotto Christmas Party

e Upcoming grotto elections
(November)

If you have any suggestions or recom-
mendations, please bring them up at
the Sept. 18 BRG meeting.

There will be NO
DIXIE CAVERNS HAUNTED
CAVE in 2009. Sorry!

Old Business

White Nose Syndrome:
At the 6/19/2009 BRG meeting, a dis-

(

cussion ensued over whether BRG
should continue to have monthly caving
trips or not. (due to numerous cave clo-
sures for WNS.)

RESOLVED: Blue Ridge Grotto
will not have monthly cave trips
during the WNS Moratorium.

BRG Alternative trips will be announced
by email and in the newsletter. BRG
Alternative trips can include hiking,
boating, camping, rappelling, digging,
ridgewalking, sinkhole cleanups, com-
mercial cave conservation projects, etc.

If you do go caving, PLEASE THOR-
OUGHLY DECONTAMINATE YOUR-
SELF, YOUR HELMET, GEAR, CLOTHES
& VEHICLE AFTERWARD following the
published procedures!! Please honor all
cave closures. Thanks.

NSS and WNS- An updated brochure
about WNS is now available the NSS
Web site:
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%
20flier%20090428.pdf

Please print copies to give to youth
groups, cave owners, cavers, and anyone
who might be interested.

-

AQUA LUNGAS MYOT!S
StPHow  BATS )

o


http://members.cox.net/sockydr/brg/dump/brgdump.htm
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
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Bob - Bob - Bobbing For Beetles

On a sunny Saturday morning (18 July,
2009), BRG member Ed Saugstad led
three entomologists, all named Bob, into
Greenbrier County’s Arbuckle cave in a
search for Horologion speokites the Ar-
buckle Cave ground beetle. This beetle is
known only from a single specimen, col-
lected by an entomologist named Valen-
tine some 70 years ago. This beetle be-
longs to the family Carabidae (ground
beetles), and like all true cave beetles, is
eyeless. There are other cave beetles seen
in various caves in this region, but all are
in a different genus(Pseudanophthalmus)
& quite different in overall appearance
from the Arbuckle Cave ground beetle.

For those not familiar with the cave, Ar-
buckle has a wide, walk-in entrance with
a rickety wooden fence partially blocking
it. For some odd reason, a length of rope

of questionable quality was left passing
through this fence and extending into
the cave. One could argue as to
whether Arbuckle is a one- or two-
room cave; the entrance leads directly
into a semi-rectangular room with a
relatively flat ceiling that was quite
well illuminated by the sun when we
entered it. There is a modest restriction
at the far right side that immediately
opens into another more or less rectan-
gular room that is longer and a little
narrower than immediately inside the
entrance. It also is wetter with some
active formations, especially at the far
end.

Bob, Bob, Bob, and Ed spent about
three hours examining nearly every
square foot of the floor and lower walls
of the cave beyond the restriction, turn-

Fall VAR 2009

September 25-27, 2009

ing over every piece of wood found as
well (the specimen of Horologion
speokites reportedly was found on the
underside of a piece of wet wood laying
on the floor). Although several specimens
of Pseudanophthalmus were collected,
the Arbuckle Cave ground beetle re-
mained ever elusive. Bob (or was it
Bob?) opined that perhaps this beetle is
an epikarstic species that happened to get
washed into the cave as opposed to being
a cave dwelling species. We may never
know, but it was an interesting trip, and
we also got to see the carbide signature of
a still living caver on a wall of the cave...

All’s well that ends. Well?

Rejectedly Submitted,
Ed Saugstad
Monroe County (WBGV) Corredespot

-

Battle of Cedar Creek Campground
Route 11, between Strasburg and Middletown, Virginia

Hosted by BATS [Battlefield Area Troglodyte Society] and
DINGO [Deep IN Guano] Grotto

Pre-registration is now over. Send in your registration or
pay at the site.

FRIDAY

Afternoon Delights: If you arrive at a decent hour, plan to
paddle or swim on Cedar Creek. Hike in the woods. See old
friends and make new ones. Tour the Route 11 Potato Chip
Factory in nearby Mount Jackson (open until 5).

Dinner: We highly recommend eating dinner at the local
Italian restaurant in Middletown, Italian Touch. We love the
food—maybe we’ll see you there! While not part of the
VAR, you will likely find cavers there.

Party: We hope to have a “caver band” to play some rock-
and-roll and bluegrass in the evening. We’ll have beer and
soft drinks to get the conversations going. Might have a
slide show in the background. (If you want to play in the
caver band, please let us know so we can hook you up with
the other musicians.)

SATURDAY
Saturday Activities:

Conservation Trip: Skyline Caverns Karst Trail work and
maybe something else—it’s always good to give back to

caves!
Via Ferrata Trip: Mike Frazier (limit of 12)
Panthers Cove Geology Hike: Bob Denton, Jr.

Geocaching: Jerry Bowen
Wineries/Vineyards Tours: On your own or with a group

Show Cave Tours: On your own or with a group

® Crystal Caverns at Hupp's Hill

® Endless Caverns
® Grand Caverns
e [ uray Caverns

® Skyline Caverns
® Shenandoah Caverns

Civil War Battlefield Tours:
® Guided Tour of New Market Battlefield

® Cedar Creek and New Market Battlefields tours on your own.
(Continued on page 62)



http://bats.varegion.org/
http://www.varegion.org/DINGO/
http://www.varegion.org/var/events/FallVAR/FallVAR.shtml#ViaFerrata#ViaFerrata
http://www.varegion.org/var/events/FallVAR/FallVAR.shtml#PanthersCove#PanthersCove
http://www.varegion.org/var/events/FallVAR/FallVAR.shtml#geocaching#geocaching
http://www.crystal-caverns.com/
http://www.morganrvresorts.com/pages/endlesscaverns_homepage
http://www.uvrpa.org/grandcaverns.htm
http://www.luraycaverns.com/
http://www.skylinecaverns.com/
http://www.shenandoahcaverns.com/
http://www.varegion.org/var/events/FallVAR/FallVAR.shtml#newmarket#newmarket
http://www.cedarcreekbattlefield.org/
http://www2.vmi.edu/museum/nm/index.html
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(Continued from page 61)
Saturday Dinner:

® Pulled Chicken Barbecue With Seeded
Buns

® Vegetable Lasagna
e Scalloped Potatoes

e Tossed Green Salad With Assorted
Dressings

® Rolls and Butter

¢ |ced Tea and Lemonade

After-Dinner Entertainment:

e Slide shows and/or a couple of short
films from the International Congress
of Speleology/NSS Convention

® Door prizes
® More beer and soft drinks

e Music by DJ John Fox—dance the
night away

e Charles Kahn's diabolical "Guillotine
Trough"

SUNDAY

Pancake Breakfast: Thanks to Front
Royal Grotto!

VAR Business Meeting
Pack up, clean up camp, and go home

SATURDAY ACTIVITIES
DETAILS

FALL VAR 2009
SATURDAY ACTIVITIES
DETAILS

Via Ferrata Details: “I have made all
the arrangements with Nelson Rocks
Preserve so we can offer the Via Ferrata
climb at Fall VAR.

Here's the scoop. | have reserved the
11:00 AM spot on Saturday, September
26. The trip will be limited to 12. All
participants must be 18 or older unless
one of the other paid participants is their
parent or legal guardian. The cost is $50
per person, but if we have 10 or more

and everyone has their own harness,
the cost is $40 per person.

Helmets are recommended but not re-
quired. | have at least a dozen har-
nesses of various sizes that | will be
happy to loan.

It is roughly a 2 1/2 hour drive each
way, so we would need to leave the
VAR site no later than 8 AM (a little
earlier would be better) in order to
make our appointment time, get our
safety briefing, do the climb up and
hike back down the mountain, and be
back in time for dinner. 1 know it's a
long drive, but it was about the same at
Spring VAR and nobody seemed to
mind. The experience is worth the
drive.

Direct all interested parties or ques-
tions to me. I'll handle the sign-up for
this one. I can be reached by e-mail at
director37429@aol.com, or by cell,
(434) 609-3423.”

-Mike Frazier

James River Grotto/Blue Ridge
Grotto

Panthers Cove Details: “Panthers
Cove is on the property of the Cedar
Creek Battlefield Foundation, about
1.5 miles upstream from the Route 11
Bridge over Cedar Creek. It's a pleas-
ant walk from the New York monu-
ment on Route 11 on the Battlefield.

There is some spectacular karst (big
sinkholes, etc.) along the trail to the
streamside cave.

I supervised a major clean-up at the
Cove by BSA Troop 2 a couple of
years ago. The cave and its entrance
had been badly vandalized with spray
paint. We managed to get the worst
cleaned up, and we also mounted a
Virginia Cave Law sign just inside the
entrance, but at a location that folks
getting out of canoes and such can see
it readily.

The cove is flooded with natural light
all day, so it is not frequented by bats.
There are some crawly side passages,
but I've never seen bats in there either.

The site has a unique natural history;

there is evidence of use by humans from
the Early Archaic Period (7,000 to 8,000
years BP) to the Late Woodland Period.

I'd be more than happy to conduct a hike/
field trip, if you'd like, regarding the
Cove's history, geological setting, and the
recent conservation efforts.”
d Bob Denton, Jr.

***Geocaching Details: “A short lec-
ture/informal class of perhaps 15-20 min-
utes. More if there are newcomers to the
sport. Then there will probably be a few
targets to find right on the campground.
Something | set up for the event. Then
with a little practice under their belts, we
can cut them loose to drive off to find
things on their own, or they can follow
me around as we find them.

I don't remember anyone else geocaching
at Spring VAR, except me. Jim had
printed out geocache locations to hand
out, but he told me no one took any. Per-
haps, talked up a little, it will draw more
interest. Most important for people to
have is a hand-held GPS when they ar-
rive. (Some driving GPS units may not
do the job.)

When people hone their skills with a GPS
finding geocaches, it makes it easier to
find caves. That is a plus that comes with
the sport....

If you are a veteran to geocaching, we
may ask you to help lead some others in
afternoon field trips. Once geocaches are
found, logging your find on geocach-
ing.com helps you to keep track of the
ones you have found, and others waiting
to be found. There are also games within
the game, so bring your questions and
have some fun!”

Jerry Bowen
Tri-State Grotto

New Market Battlefield Details: The
“Captain’s” tour includes a visit to the
Hall of Valor Civil War Museum, view-
ing of the Emmy Award-winning film,
“Field of Lost Shoes,” and a guided walk
through the Battlefield. Cost is $7. Let
Susi Weston know if you want to go on
this tour.

-


http://www.nelsonrocks.org/via.html
http://www.geochaching.com
http://www.geochaching.com
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Extra VAR offerings

Bat Walk on Friday
9/25/09 at Sky
Meadows State Park.

6:45 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

The Bat Walk is a guided hike to some
known roosting areas in the park and to a
barn with several thousand bats roosting
in it.

We will meet NLT 6:45 at the Turner
Pond entrance to the park on Highway
17, a quarter mile away from Rt 50. This
is not the main entrance to the park, and
there will be a sign at the contact station
at the main entrance to help you find us.
The walk ends with the emergence of the
bats at dusk as they begin hunting and
feeding for the night. Dr. Warren Coker,
Park Interpreter, will be there to give a
presentation on bats, and to answer ques-
tions from the visitors.

We will need 10 or more participants for
this trip to happen. Please e-mail me by
Monday, September 21 if you want to go.
There will be an extra cost of $3 per per-
son paid to the guide

Meredith Hall Weberg, Fall VAR Plan-
ning Committee at

[merecaver@YAHOO.COM]

oOAfter
Lucas in Serpent Cave. Photo
by Phil Lucas

bacon bji

(from VAR List Serve posts)

Friday Night
Wild Wine Tour

And by tour, I don't mean driving tour!
I mean a sit-around-the-campfire tast-
ing tour! Wine expertise not required!

Following the tradition of the annual
BATS summer campout, the BATS
Grotto will be hosting a grab bag wine
tasting on Friday night of VAR week-
end!! What's a grab bag wine tasting,
you ask? It's like a potluck dinner of
wines! Each participant brings a bottle
of wine that meets the criteria of the
tasting theme, and everybody gets to
try them all!

The theme for the VAR wine tour is
WILD WINES!!! Bring one hottle of
wine, costing $10 or less, that is named
for an animal or has an animal on the
label (and that's using a pretty loose
definition of the term "animal™). This is
a pretty broad category, so there’s no
excuse for being unable to find some-
thing that is at least remotely linked to
the theme. If you like, you can even
come prepared to regale us all with a
tale about how you selected your wine
and how your choice is related to the
theme! (extra points awarded for su-
preme storytelling prowess!!)

A few suggested Wild Wines: Yellow
Tail (kangaroo), Funky Llama, Cha-
teau Morrisette (all dogs, all from Vir-
ginia, all the time), Dancing Bear, Fat
Bastard, Herding Cats, or whatever
other Wild Wine you may find! Some
good places to find inexpensive wines
with fun names/labels are Trader Joe's,
Total Wine, Wegman's, or your favor-
ite cheapo grocer!!

Can't wait to see what you come up
with!

Sarah Richards, Wine Tasting Tour
Leader

Tour Cave Discounts

The area show caves are offering dis-

counts during Fall VAR:

e Luray Caverns is offering a deeply

discounted ticket price of $6.50!
Their prices are usually $21 for

adults and $10 for kids.

e Crystal Caverns at Hupp's Hill:

Half-price! That's $5 rather than $10.

e Skyline Caverns: $12 for adults and
$6 for kids ages 7-13 (normally $16

and $8)

® Shenandoah Caverns: $14 for the

combo ticket (normally $22)

e Grand Caverns: $11 for adults and
$9 for kids ages 6-12 (normally $18

and $11)

Support the local commercial caves -

they'll love to show you around.

’
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West Virginia Cave Conservancy

Annual Banquet
Saturday, November 14, 2009

The Brier Inn, Lewisburg, West Virginia
Happy Hour (cash bar) starts at 6:30 PM,
dinner is at 7:30 PM

The menu will be Chicken Breast Marsala, Prime Rib at a carving station, and Vegetable La-
sagna. Vegetables will be Roasted Red Potatoes, Vegetable Medley and Garlic Mashed Po-
tatoes. Choice of two salads, Garden and Pasta. For dessert: Cheesecake and Chocolate
Mousse. Beverages will be coffee, ice tea, water and sodas.

Directions: Take I-64 to Exit 169 (US 219 and Lewisburg). Head south toward Lewisburg

and turn | eft at the first traffic |ight at
Yes, I wi || attend the West Virginia Cave Conser
Name(s)

Address

City State ZIP

E-mail Phone

Number of meals @ $25 per person

Total Amount Enclosed

ASorry, WVCC no longer accepts credit cards (they became too expensive).

AThe $25 price is valid through November 5. After that the price is $30. Reservations are required so
we know how much food to order.

AMake checks payable to WVCC and mail to:

WVCC Banquet
c/o Bob Hoke
6304 Kaybro St.
Laurel, MD 20707



