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Oct 16:  BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

Nov 6-8: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration 

and restoration projects. Contact Carol 

Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.com to re-

serve a slot. 

Nov 14: WVCC Banquet, Brier Inn, 

Lewisburg WV. $25 per person thru 

Nov 5. See p. 64 in this issue.   

Nov 20, 2009: BRG meeting, 7:30p 

Vinton Firehouse.  Elections. 

Dec 4-6: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration 

and restoration projects. Contact Carol 

Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.com to re-

serve a slot. 

 

NOTE: the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service requests there be a mora-
torium on wild cave visitation and 
exploration until more is known 
about White Nose Syndrome, a 
fungal disease that is killing bats. 
The closure affects caves in 17 
states in the Eastern USA.  Please 
honor this closure, and learn more 
about decontaminating your cave 
gear and preventing the spread of 
White Nose Syndrome (WNS) in 
bat colonies.  

 . 
Oct 8-11: 32nd Annual TAG Fall Cave-

In at TAG-On-The-Mountain. Hosted by 

D o g w o o d  C i t y  G r o t t o .  

www.tagfallcavein.org  or Andrea 

Tognetti  309-453-2816. 

Oct 12: Bridge Day  

May 21-23, 2010: Spring VAR Meeting 

- Hosted by Bubble Cave. LLC at the 

WV State Fairgrounds in Fairlea, WV 

(near Lewisburg) in cave-rich Greenbrier 

County, site of the 2012 NSS Conven-

tion. 

June 17-20, 2010:  59th annual SERA 

Cave Carnival, Monteagle, TN.  Hosted 

by the Sewanee Mountain Grotto.  More 

info later. 

Aug 2-6, 2010: NSS Convention, Essex 

Junction, VT.  Chair:  Ken Moore  

mudrat1@pshift.com 

Chairman Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer Safety & Techniques 

Susan Burr 

H: 540-989-5809 

pondlady97@cox.net   

David Socky 

H:540-989-7693 

sockydr@cox.net 

Aaron Moses 

C: 540-520-6507 
amoses80@hotmail.net 

Carl Cornett 

H: 540-342-3950 

 

Dan McConnell 

H: 540-966-1345 

pitresq@aol.com 

The Carbide Dump is published monthly by the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National Speleological Society in Roanoke, Virginia. Distribution date is 
approximately the second week of each month. An issue may be skipped if insufficient material is received.  Contributions of articles and artwork 
are invited and will be gratefully acknowledged. Art work originals will be returned. Contributions should be sent to the editor.   Regular and 
associate grotto membership ($10) includes a Carbide Dump subscription. Subscriber rate is $10.00. Exchanges with other grotto and caving 
organizations are invited.  Direct exchange mail to Al Stewart.  

 

      EXCHANGE MAIL/TRIP COORDINATOR   EDITORS                        
 Al Stewart     David & Mary Sue Socky 

 2528 Montgomery Ave.  S.W.   6572  Woodbrook  Dr.  S.W. 

 Roanoke,  Va.     24015-4204   Roanoke,  Va.       24018-5402 

 H: (540) 989-0483     H: (540) 989-7693  W: (540) 387-8613  

       email: sockydr@cox.net  or sockymss@cox.net 

The Blue Ridge Grotto holds its monthly meetings every third Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the second floor meeting 

room of the Vinton Firehouse, 120 Jackson Ave, Vinton, VA  24179. 

 

GROTTO OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

Opinions expressed in The Carbide Dump are those of the editors, unless otherwise acknowledged.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
except by the National Speleological Society and its various internal organizations, without the written consent of the Blue Ridge Grotto.  

You can access the Carbide Dump electronically at:  http://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm 

Copyright 2009 by the Blue Ridge Grotto 

Contributors:  Dave & Mary Sue Socky, Aaron Moses, Jerry Fuller, Peter Youngbaer, Wil Orndorff, Rick Lambert 

 Cover:  “Strange Formations” - unusual formations in El Soplo de los Toros in Mexico.  Photo by Aaron Moses. 
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mailto:ctider@us.ibm.com
http://www.tagfallcavein.org/
mailto:mudrat1@pshift.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BRG Meeting Minutes – can be 

read on the BRG webpage at:  

http://blueridgegrotto.org  
under the „Organization‟ button. 

 

BRG Business 

Grotto Christmas Cards 
BRG will send out Grotto Christmas 

Cards to landowners this year. 

Cave-related photos or artwork are 

needed!  Please send or bring your 

ideas for a cover to the October grotto 

meeting. 

 

Grotto Christmas Party 
Yes we want to have one!  What date, 

time would be good? Please suggest 

possible places, dates, and times at the 

October grotto meeting. 

 

 

There will be NO  
DIXIE CAVERNS HAUNTED 
CAVE in 2009.  Sorry! 

 

Old Business 
White Nose Syndrome: 

At the 6/19/2009 BRG meeting, a dis-

cussion ensued over whether BRG 

should continue to have monthly cav-

ing trips or not. (due to numerous cave 

closures for WNS.)  

RESOLVED: Blue Ridge Grotto 

will not have monthly cave trips 

during the WNS Moratorium. 

BRG Alternative trips will be an-
nounced by email and in the newslet-

ter.  BRG Alternative trips can include 

hiking, boating, camping, rappelling, 

digging, ridgewalking, sinkhole clean-

ups, commercial cave conservation pro-

jects, etc.  

If you do go caving, PLEASE THOR-

OUGHLY DECONTAMINATE YOUR-
SELF, YOUR HELMET, GEAR,  CLOTHES 

& VEHICLE AFTERWARD following the 

published procedures!!  Please honor all 

cave closures. Thanks.  
 

NSS and WNS- An updated brochure 
about WNS is now available the NSS 

Web site: 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS flier 

090428.pdf 
 

Please print copies to give to youth 

groups, cave owners, cavers, and anyone 

who might be interested. 

Meeting Notice 

The October 16, 2009 meeting of the Blue 
Ridge Grotto will be held at  Vinton Fire-

house, 120 West Jackson Ave.  The meeting 

will start at 7:30 pm. 

PROGRAM - This month‟s program will be  
photos from the Fall VAR Via Ferrata climb 

in West Virginia (a complement to Pat‟s July 

program).   

Grotto Trip 

Fall Colors Hike 
 

Note: Originally, Blue Ridge Grotto 

planned on a bike ride along the Virginia 
Creeper Trail (Damascus, VA) for our  Octo-
ber Above Ground Activity.  But Susan Burr 
called and found that the biking companies 
are booked full for weekends in October and 
that the good bike trail would be really 
crowded.  It is the height of the fall foliage 
season.  So, the Virginia Creeper Trail bike 

trip is postponed until a later date (better to 

see sinkholes when the leaves are gone). 

 

Date & Time:  Meet at Hanging Rock 
Orange Market at 9:00 am on Saturday, 

October 17, 2009. (Time and place to 

meet may change.  We should know for 

sure by the meeting.  Contact a trip 

leader if not sure.) 

Leaders: Doug Feller (540-234-4567) & 

David Socky  540-989-7693 

Requirements: Hiking boots. Food, 

water, snacks for the leaders :) 

Trip Limit: None. 

 

Hike Description 

The actual location of the BRG hike is yet to 
be determined.  Doug Feller and Dave Socky 
will devise a suitable trip, with an emphasis 
on the fall colors and a non-crowded trail.  
The type of hike will be tailored to the group 

that sign-up for the trip. 

Twelve cavers and friends attended the 

September 18 BRG Meeting.  We saw 

the second half of "Ezell's Cave and the 

Search for the Blind Monster".  Actu-
ally, I think we watched the whole thing. 

September activity is to attend Fall 

VAR.     

Membership Updates 
Know of a potential caver?  Bring 

them to a BRG meeting, sponsor 

them on a BRG activity, do lots of 

fun things with the best cavers 

around ~   

Cave Softly and Safely 

http://members.cox.net/sockydr/brg/dump/brgdump.htm
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
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Many of you have already seen my pic-

tures or heard my stories of the two week 

expedition I went on to El Soplo de los 

Toros in Mexico last winter.  It was some 

of the hottest, grimiest, and hardest cav-
ing I‟ve done and we managed to push 

the cave to over 1700 feet deep to make 

it the deepest in Nuevo Leon. 

During my second push trip, along with 

Heather Leavy and James Hunter, I pho-

tographed some very strange helectites 

we found growing off the bottom of what 

looked to be an eroded flowstone shelf.  I 

thought they were some of the stranger 

formations I‟ve seen, but after showing 
pictures to friends and family, I didn‟t 

think too much more about them. 

Then this summer Mark Minton asked 

me to give him a CD of my photos to use 

for his presentation at the international 

congress in Texas.  After seeing the pic-

tures, he took an interest in these speleo-

thems and sent pictures to Carol Hill and 

Paolo Forti, authors of the book "Cave 
Minerals of the World".  They said that 

they are pool fingers, which are indeed a 

type of subaqueous helectite.  They also 

recommended that Mark send photos to 

Donald Davis, who has been studying 

subaqueous helectites in Lechuguilla and 

is known as an expert on them.  The 

following is his response: 

“I'm back from the ICS and fi-
nally getting around to com-
menting on these.  They aren't 
exactly like anything I've ever 
seen.  They certainly don't look 
like subaqueous helectites of the 
Lechuguilla Cave type, and one 
condition for those--a source of 
gypsum-rich seepage above the 
pool-- seems to be missing, at 
least at the present time 
(Minton, oral comm.) But the 
morphology is not typical of pool 
fingers, either.  One of the char-
acteristics of pool fingers, as I 
have recognized them, is origin 
by calcification of initially flexible 
microbial streamers.  This origin 
causes pool fingers to be essen-
tially vertical (except where a 
current has been involved), with 
occasional catenaries U-loops 
where one has drifted over and 
adhered to another before calci-
fying.  The Los Toros speleo-
facts, in contrast, are neither 
vertical nor unidirectionally ori-
ented, but seem to splay away 
from the host shelf (in a very 

crooked way).  Another distinction 
from both pool fingers and Lechu-
guilla subaqueous helectites is 
that at least two of the Los Toros 
speleofacts in the photos appear 
to branch.  I don't recall observing 
that in either of the other types.  
(The subaqueous helectite bushes 
in Wind Cave, SD, do branch, but 
are otherwise not similar to the 
Mexican features.)     On the basis 
of the photos alone, I'm inclined to 
consider the LosToros speleofacts 
provisionally as a type of aberrant 
subaqueous coralloid.  However, 
Leslie Melim (whom I'm adding to 
this exchange) suggested an inter-
esting idea during a conversation 
at the ICS--that these may not 
have been subaqueous at all, but 
might be something like fossilized 
burrows exhumed from sediment 
washed out from under a calcite 
floor.  In either case, their mecha-
nism of origin is not at all clear.” 
 

So, for now a lot of questions remain 

about these formations but we have plans 

to return again this winter to collect sam-

ples and environmental information.  Not 

to mention to push the cave even deeper. 

A Potential Discovery of New Speleothems 
By Aaron Moses 

Photographs by Aaron Moses 



The Carbide Dump 62 

 

September 2009, V44, #9 

Crossroads Cave Reopens 
(from VARListServe  9/18/2009) 

Crossroads Cave has been closed await-

ing the results of testing of soil samples.  

These soil samples were taken, when 

WNS was discovered in Breathing Cave, 

out of concern that cavers may have vis-
ited Crossroads Cave after visiting 

Breathing Cave, therefore contaminating 

Crossroads Cave. 

On September 3, 2009 Phil Lucas spoke 

with David Blehert, a microbiologist with 

the USGS lab in Denver who has con-

ducted the testing of the Crossroads Cave 

soil samples.  He explained that testing 

has not shown that the WNS (Geomyces 

destructans) is present in the soil sam-

ples.  He said that even more extensive 

testing was preformed and still the 

Geomyces destructans was not identi-

fied in the soil samples.  He said that 

since so much is unknown about fun-
gus in general that the tests were not 

100% conclusive.  But the most practi-

cal testing shows no Geomyces de-

structans present in the Crossroads 

Cave soil samples. 

With this testing now complete the 

Virginia Speleological Survey, the 

owner of Crossroads Cave, is re-

opening the cave.  It is required that all 

persons entering this cave must abide 
by the Virginia Department of Conser-

vation and Recreation's procedures, in-

cluding decontamination, listed at: 

 

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/

natural_heritage/documents/

wns_recommendations_va_sep_15_09.p

df 

 

Do not enter Crossroads Cave unless you 

have decontaminated clothing and caving 

gear. 

 

Rick Lambert 

President/VSS 

WNS Decon & Nylon  
(from VARListServe  9/28/2009) 

The protocol used for decontamination was as follows: 

 

1. The rope/stitched webbing was washed in a front-loading 

washing machine on a delicate (cold) cycle using Woolite™ 

detergent (at the manufacturer‟s recommended concentration). 

2. The rope/stitched webbing was removed and placed in a 1:128 

diluted Lysol IC™ Concentrated Formulation Quaternary 

Disinfectant Cleaner for 15 minutes [with a final concentra-

tion of quaternary compound of at least 0.15%]. 

3. The rope/stitched webbing was washed twice by soaking in 

clean water. 

4. The rope/stitched webbing was allowed to air dry.   

New ropes (Sterling Superstatic or HTP) or stitched webbing 
(Sterling tubular 1” webbing) were treated using this protocol for 1 

- 5 consecutive treatments. The strength of the ropes/stitched web-

bing were then tested at the Sterling rope testing facility with the 

results that can be found at the following web site (all measure-

ments are given in kN): 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/Sterling Results.pdf 

 

This data was obtained for Sterling Ropes only, ropes have not 

been tested from other manufacturers. Information of Sterling 
Ropes can be found at http://www.sterlingrope.com/ 

WNS Decontamination and Stress Test Results on Sterling 

Ropes and Webbing were just released by Dr. Hazel Barton. 

This research was funded by the NSS through the WNS 

Rapid Response Fund. 
 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/Sterling Results.pdf 
 

IMPORTANT: Please note that these results are on Sterling 

products only. The other rope manufacturers have not yet 

completed their testing. 

 

Peter Youngbaer 

NSS 16161 

WNS Liaison 

 

 
 

Safety of STERLING ROPE Following 
White Nose Syndrome Decontamination Protocol 

Hazel A. Barton, Department of Biological Sciences, North-

ern Kentucky University 

September 27, 2009 

 

In order to assess the impact of the White-Nose Syndrome 

(WNS) decontamination protocols on the safety of rope and 

other critical climbing gear, we worked with Sterling Rope to 

assess the strength of their equipment following an effective 
WNS decontamination protocol.  

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/documents/wns_recommendations_va_sep_15_09.pdf
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/documents/wns_recommendations_va_sep_15_09.pdf
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/documents/wns_recommendations_va_sep_15_09.pdf
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/documents/wns_recommendations_va_sep_15_09.pdf
http://www.caves.org/WNS/Sterling%20Results.pdf
http://www.sterlingrope.com/
http://www.caves.org/WNS/Sterling%20Results.pdf
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BRG NOMINATIONS 
The other thing we have to tackle this month is Grotto nominations for BRG officers.  Why?  'Cause someone's gotta do 

it!  Our present officers have been efficient as always.  The current slate of officers is: 

 

Chairman  Susan Burr   NSS # 53888 
Vice Chairman  David Socky   NSS # 16334 

Secretary  Aaron Moses   NSS # 54801 

Treasurer  Carl Cornett   NSS # 56641 

 

This past year, 2009, was everyone‟s first term, so no one should have a problem predicting the outcome of the upcoming 

elections.  The floor is open for nominations! 

 

In order to nominate a candidate, you must be a regular BRG member. 

In order to hold office, you must satisfy these qualifications: 

 1) You must have been a BRG member for at least one year, and 

 2) You must be an active NSS member. 
 

A lot of BRG members satisfy these qualifications - you know who you are!  Being an officer does not require a whole lot 

of work; just one or two hours maximum each month and attendance at all meetings.  So, if you want to be an officer, or 

don't like how things are being done now, consider throwing your helmet in the ring. 

 

BRG VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

In order to vote in the November BRG elections, you must be a member of the Blue Ridge Grotto, and you must be an 

active (paid up) member of the National Speleological Society. 

Dos  

Follow the "Recommended measures to reduce the spread 

of White Nose Syndrome in Virginia" posted at:  

www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/cavehome.shtml 

Help spread the news about White Nose Syndrome to non-

formal cavers. 

Encourage your fellow cavers to take the WNS threat seri-

ously. 

Let wildlife officials know if you are interested in helping 

with field studies or outreach. 

If you are caving: 

1. note date, number, locations, and activity of bats 

observed in or near caves. 

2. visually examine bats ( do not handle) for fungus 

on wings, arms, and nose. 

3. take photographs of bats encountered on caving 

trips & email to dyetracer@gmail.com or 

Wil.Orndorff@dcr.virginia.gov or call 540-230-

5960. 

4. and of course, strictly follow decontamination pro-

tocols. 

Remember, if not for reports from cavers, we would not 

know how far south WNS has spread to date, crucial infor-

mation for effective response. 

 

Don'ts  
Don't go caving in search of WNS affected bats. 

Don't go to caves known to be infected with WNS or harbor 

large bat colonies. 

Don't spread unsubstantiated rumors or misinformation. 

WNS Dos and Don'ts  for VAR Cavers  
Fall 2009 -Spring 2010 

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/cavehome.shtml


The Carbide Dump 64 

 

September 2009, V44, #9 

West Virginia Cave Conservancy 

Annual Banquet 
Saturday, November 14, 2009 

at 

The Brier Inn, Lewisburg, West Virginia 
Happy Hour (cash bar) starts at 6:30 PM, 

dinner is at 7:30 PM 
 
The menu will be Chicken Breast Marsala, Prime Rib at a carving station, and Vegetable La-
sagna. Vegetables will be Roasted Red Potatoes, Vegetable Medley and Garlic Mashed Po-
tatoes. Choice of two salads, Garden and Pasta. For dessert: Cheesecake and Chocolate 
Mousse. Beverages will be coffee, ice tea, water and sodas. 
 
 
Directions: Take I-64 to Exit 169 (US 219 and Lewisburg). Head south toward Lewisburg 

and turn left at the first traffic light at Shoney’s. The Brier Inn is on the right after one block. 
 
 
Yes, I will attend the West Virginia Cave Conservancyôs Annual Banquet on November 15: 
Name(s)____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________ 
  
City__________________________________________ State__________   ZIP__________  
 
E-mail ___________________________________   Phone___________________________   
 
Number of meals @ $25 per person ______ 
 
Total Amount Enclosed ___________________ 

 
 
Å Sorry, WVCC no longer accepts credit cards (they became too expensive). 
Å The $25 price is valid through November 5. After that the price is $30. Reservations are required so 
we know how much food to order. 
Å Make checks payable to WVCC and mail to: 

 
WVCC Banquet 
c/o Bob Hoke 
6304 Kaybro St. 

Laurel, MD 20707 


