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must be properly disinfected before the 

class.   Here are the links to the flyer 

information on the ER-NCRC website:  

http://www.caves.org/committee/er -

ncrc/training.html   

April 2-5: Annual Easter Restoration 

Field Camp at Grand Caverns. Con-

tact Meredith H. Weberg 703-451-

3637 merecaver@yahoo.com for info. 

April 16:  BRG meeting, 7:30p Vin-

ton Firehouse. 

April 18-24: Virginia Cave Week.  

See www.vacaveweek.com for info.  

May 7-9:  First annual Conservation 

Work Weekend at Crystal Caverns 

at Hupp's Hill in Strasburg, VA. On 

Site camping; Saturday lunch will be 

provided. Contact Meredith H. Weberg 

merecaver@yahoo.com 703-451-

3637 for more info. 

May 21: NO BRG meeting, go to 

Spring VAR!  

NOTE: the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice requests there be a moratorium 
on wild cave visitation and exploration 
until more is known about White Nose 
Syndrome, a fungal disease that is 
killing bats. The closure affects caves 
in 17 states in the Eastern USA.  
Please honor this closure, and learn 
more about decontaminating your 
cave gear and preventing the spread 
of White Nose Syndrome (WNS) in bat 
colonies.  

Feb 19, 2010:   BRG meeting, 7:30p 

Vinton Firehouse. 

March 5-7: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration and 

restoration projects. Contact Carol Tider-

man ctider@us.ibm.com to reserve a slot. 

March 19:   BRG meeting, 7:30p Vin-

ton Firehouse. 

March 26-28: Orientation to Cave Res-

cue Class, Harrisonburg, VA and camp-

ing at Grand Caverns in Grottoes, VA. 

Cave gear, equipment used in this class 

May 21-23: Spring VAR Meeting - 

Hosted by Bubble Cave. LLC at the WV 

State Fairgrounds in Fairlea, WV. 

May 28-31: Speleofest, at Lone Star Pre-

serve, near Elizabethtown, KY. hosted by 

The Louisville Grotto. For info, see 

http://louisville.caves.org/Speleofest.html 

June 18: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

June 19:  Catawba Murder Hole BRG 

Day: You MUST sign up.  Contact 
Marian McConnell (540) 309-4707 or  

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com.   

June 17-20:  59th annual SERA Cave 

Carnival, Monteagle, TN.  Hosted by  

Sewanee Mountain Grotto. Contact Mau-

reen Handler  tnshotgun@earthlink.net  

Aug 2-6, 2010: NSS Convention, Essex 

Junction, VT.  Chair:  Ken Moore  

mudrat1@pshift.com   

 

Chairman Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer Safety & Techniques 

Susan Burr 

H: 540-989-5809 

pondlady97@cox.net   

David Socky 

H:540-989-7693 

sockydr@cox.net 

Aaron Moses 

C: 540-520-6507 
amoses80@hotmail.net 

Carl Cornett 

H: 540-342-3950 

 

Dan McConnell 

H: 540-966-1345 

pitresq@aol.com 

The Carbide Dump is published monthly by the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National Speleological Society in Roanoke, Virginia. Distribution date is 
approximately the second week of each month. An issue may be skipped if insufficient material is received.  Contributions of articles and artwork 
are invited and will be gratefully acknowledged. Art work originals will be returned. Contributions should be sent to the editor.   Regular and 
associate grotto membership ($10) includes a Carbide Dump subscription. Subscriber rate is $10.00. Exchanges with other grotto and caving 
organizations are invited.  Direct exchange mail to Al Stewart.  

 

      EXCHANGE MAIL/TRIP COORDINATOR   EDITORS                        
 Al Stewart     David & Mary Sue Socky 

 2528 Montgomery Ave.  S.W.   6572  Woodbrook  Dr.  S.W. 

 Roanoke,  Va.     24015-4204   Roanoke,  Va.       24018-5402 

 H: (540) 989-0483     H: (540) 989-7693  W: (540) 387-8613  

       email: sockydr@cox.net  or sockymss@cox.net 

The Blue Ridge Grotto holds its monthly meetings every third Friday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the second floor meeting 

room of the Vinton Firehouse, 120 Jackson Ave, Vinton, VA  24179. 

 

GROTTO OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

Opinions expressed in The Carbide Dump are those of the editors, unless otherwise acknowledged.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
except by the National Speleological Society and its various internal organizations, without the written consent of the Blue Ridge Grotto.  

You can access the Carbide Dump electronically at:  http://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm 

Copyright 2010 by the Blue Ridge Grotto 

Contributors:  Dave & Mary Sue Socky, Marian McConnell, Pat Sims, Susan Burr, Aaron Moses, and Jerry Fuller. 

 Cover:  “SpeleoThems”  A collage by Marian McConnell entered in the 2009 Fine Arts Salon 

http://www.caves.org/committee/er-ncrc/training.html
http://www.caves.org/committee/er-ncrc/training.html
http://www.vacaveweek.com
mailto:ctider@us.ibm.com
http://louisville.caves.org/Speleofest.html
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:mudrat1@pshift.com


The Carbide Dump 9 

 

February 2010, V45, #2 

Grotto Store 

These goodies are available at each 

and every Grotto meeting: 

 

Snot Gloves:  $1.50 pair 

T-Shirts:  $7.00 each 

BRG Patches:   $4.00 each 

Bumper Stickers:  $1.00 each 

Meeting Notice 
 

The February 19, 2010 meeting of the Blue 
Ridge Grotto will be held at  Vinton Firehouse, 

120 West Jackson Ave.  The meeting will start at 

7:30 pm. 

PROGRAM - This month‟s program will be the 
conclusion of the French made “A Travers la 

Pierre”.   The program is well made with some 
excellent caving footage.  What made this pro-
gram especially fun though, was the fact that the 
narration is in French, with no subtitles.  We had 
fun making up our own narration!  It should be 

just as fun in February. 

Grotto Trip 

?Unknown at this time? 
 

If something comes up before the meeting, an 
email announcement will be sent.  Otherwise, we 
may decide something at the meeting.  If you 
can‟t make the meeting, feel free to call Dave 
Socky at 540-989-7693 or send an email to Dave  

at sockydr@cox.net on Friday. 

Thank You for renewing with BRG 

for 2010.  We have 51 members and 

one subscriber. 

The 2010 BRG membership lists and 

cards will be available at the Febru-

ary grotto meeting.  Please remem-

ber to pick up your envelope if you 

attend the meeting.  The remaining 

envelopes will be mailed out.  

Know of a potential caver?  Bring 

them to a BRG meeting, sponsor 
them on a BRG activity, do lots of 

fun things with the best cavers 

around ~  

Cave Softly and Safely 

Membership 
Updates 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 

on the BRG webpage at:  

http://blueridgegrotto.org  
under the „Organization‟ button. 

BRG Announcements 

VOTE 4 YOUR FAVORITE FIVE 

Covers from the 2009 CARBIDE DUMP 

will be available for members to vote "for 

their favorite five" - the most popular 

covers will be submitted to the Graphic 

Arts Salon at the NSS Convention in Ver-

mont.   

 

BRG & White Nose Syndrome: 

At the 6/19/2009 BRG meeting, a discus-

sion ensued over whether BRG should 

continue to have monthly caving trips or 

not. (due to numerous cave closures for 

WNS.)  

RESOLVED: Blue Ridge Grotto will 

not have monthly cave trips during the 

WNS Moratorium. 

BRG Alternative trips will be announced 

by email and in the newsletter.  BRG 

*Only vertically competent cavers 

willing to assist with photography 

will be on the trip to the lower level.  

We will provide the ropes and rig-

ging, but cavers must have their 

own vertical gear.   

Alternative trips can include hiking, 

boating, camping, rappelling, digging, 

ridgewalking, sinkhole cleanups, com-

mercial cave conservation projects, etc.  

If you do go caving, PLEASE THOR-

OUGHLY DECONTAMINATE YOUR-
SELF, YOUR HELMET, GEAR,  
CLOTHES & VEHICLE AFTERWARD 

following the published procedures!!  

Please honor all cave closures. Thanks. 

 

NSS and WNS- An updated brochure 

about WNS is now available the NSS 

Web site: 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS flier 

090428.pdf 
 

Please print copies to give to youth 

groups, cave owners, cavers, and any-

one who might be interested. 

Catawba Murder Hole BRG Day:   
 

Saturday, June 19, 2010, 9am 
The trip will have 3 purposes: 

1. Check on the bats for WNS in all 3 

levels.* 

2. Photograph all 3 levels for the book. 

Marian is writing about Murder Hole.* 

3. Offer vertical training (in the Day-

light Cave only).  

CLEAN DECONTAMINATED gear is 

mandatory.  BRG members only.  There 

is no limit to how many people can par-

ticipate in the training by Dan, our Safety 

& Techniques Officer, in the Daylight 

Cave, but we‟ll probably limit the lower 

level trip to 12.  Please RSVP to Marian 

McConnell at: (540) 309-4707 or email 

at  marian.mcconnell@gmail.com 

http://members.cox.net/sockydr/brg/dump/brgdump.htm
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
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Gap Cave Expedition 
January 30, 2009 

By David Socky 

Participants: Johanna Kovarick, 
Cheryl Pratt, and David Socky. 
 

Goal: Survey lead near LW8  
 

I don‟t know about anyone else, but I 

was wondering whether a Gap Cave Ex-

pedition was even going to happen this 

weekend.  Everyone was predicting lots 
of snow for the weekend of January 30 – 

a huge storm was forming over the whole 

of the eastern US.  However, Mike 

Crockett assured me that if I could make 

it to Cumberland Gap by midnight Friday 

night, I shouldn‟t have a problem.  Mike 

lives down there, he should know, so I 

decided to give it a try.  I left right after 

work at 5:30pm.  I figured if the roads 

got too bad, I could turn around and high 

tail it back home, or at worst, hole up in a 

motel.   

 

It didn‟t start snowing until I reached 
Bristol,  VA, but even then the roads 

where just wet.  But at Gate City, TN, the 

snow was starting to stick to the roads.  

At this point, though, I figured it was too 

late.  I only had another hour or so to go, 

so I went for it.  The last 30 miles was on 

totally snow covered roads, but there was 

no traffic and I was over the mountains.  

I pulled into the O‟Dell House at 

10:30pm.  Mike said “Glad you made it 

with no problems.  I was getting a little 
worried there!”  By midnight, there was 

nearly six inches of snow on the ground.  

It was a good thing we didn‟t need to go 

anywhere but caving. 

 

The next day, Cheryl Pratt, Johanna 

Kovarick, and I entered the cave around 

11am, getting out of the cold and snow.  

Our goal was near the back end of the 

cave - a good lead off of LW8, just a 

little ways past the Little Big Room.  

According to Cheryl, the water was up 

at the Beach since their trip at the be-

ginning of January.  I‟m sure rain and 
snow melt were contributing factors.  

Needless to say, everyone got their feet 

wet except Johanna, who had Wellies. 

 

We made it to our lead, LW8, at 2pm – 

a good paced three hours from the en-

trance.  After a bite to eat, we started 

the survey, starting with LX1, tying in 

to LW8. The old survey showed about 

1000 feet of passage going off in a 

NNE direction.  I did instruments and 

lead tape, while Johanna sketched, and 

Cheryl did inventory, cross sections, 

and profile.  The lead was huge, start-
ing at the edge of LW passage and 

leading down a steep slope into a per-

pendicular passage.  The lead soon 

turned into a really nice phreatic pas-

sage with a stream meandering from 

one side to the next.  The canyon pas-

sage we surveyed would drop down to 

the stream, cross it, then climb back up 

15 feet or so and then drop back down 

to the stream again.  The stream itself 

would actually cut underneath the sides 
of the main canyon, but then come 

back out again around the next corner.  

At least we weren‟t surveying in break-

down, for once. 

 

At LX12, in a round room, there was a 

nice canyon side lead on the right.  

While waiting for Johanna to catch up 

with the sketch, I decided to check the 

lead.  I followed it for about 50 feet 

and found it kept going – a tall narrow 

canyon with the main route at the top.  

It was too narrow in the stream 25 feet 

below.  There was a real obvious trail 
from the original explorers.  Back in 

the round room, just beyond the can-

yon lead, was a steep muddy slope on 

the right with a crawl at the top.  I 

managed to get up the slope without 

falling in the water and crawled into 

the lead.  It was virgin.  After about 

100 feet it intersected back in with the 

first side lead I had checked.  It kept go-

ing to the left.  I decided to go back via 

the canyon rather than back through the 

crawl since I probably would have fallen 

into the water trying to get back down the 
steep muddy slope.   This canyon lead 

may end up going further than the way 

we surveyed.   

 

At LX15 it was 10pm and  both Cheryl 

and Johanna decided they had had 

enough, plus Cheryl would have had to 

get her feet wet (and very muddy) to con-

tinue.  I went back to LX15 to get the 

station light and then went ahead to make 

sure the passage continued.  In order to 

continue, I had to climb a very steep and 

slippery mud slope above the stream.  I 

was just barely able to pound foot holds 
in and climb up to a low wide belly 

crawl.  I followed this crawl for about 50 

feet where it opened up a little, but then 

the continuation sloped down and into 

another low and narrower belly crawl.  

Passable, but not very pleasant.  Every-

thing was a dry, soft mud.   

 

We ate a snack and then headed out at 

about 11pm.  The trip out was uneventful 

and faster then I had expected, taking 

about 3 hours.  It was 2am when we fi-

nally got out the gate.  There was a light 
haze slightly obscuring a very bright 

moon.  We didn't need lights to get back 

to the field house.  

Disclaimer:  Gap Cave is in the Cumberland Gap 

National Historic Park.  All cave trips on coordi-

nated and run by the Cave Research Foundation 

(CRF) as part of the management plan with the 

Cumberland Gap National  Historic Park.  Only 

project work and science trips (including studies 

relating to WNS) are allowed in Gap Cave and are 

allowed only with dedicated caving gear and strict 

decontamination procedures. 
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Blue Ridge Grotto Cavers and Friends, 

 

Several U.S. Government agencies have 

received a petition from the Center for 

Biological Diversity (CBD) to close all 

caves in the continental USA. 

The petition repeatedly blames humans, 

specifically cavers, for the spread of 

WNS.  To date, no case of WNS has been 

found to have been caused by cavers.  It 

is spreading through bat-to bat transmis-

sion.   

Please write to the US Departments, and 

voice your concern with this petition. 

A sample letter is included for your use.   

 

Thank You, 

Cave Softly, 

The Officers of Blue Ridge Grotto of the 
National Speleological Society 

 

(Permission is freely given to use or mod-

ify this letter and template) 

1. THE CRISIS:  A national organiza-

tion, the Center for Biological Di-

versity (CBD), has filed emergency 

petitions that would radically affect 

access to caves in the U.S., and 
more. In brief, they have petitioned 

the Federal government to close all 

caves and mines on Federal lands 

within the US as “significant,” 

promulgate a new rule defining 

“taking” under the Endangered Spe-

cies Act that would ban traveling 

between any caves on public or 

private land, making both cavers 

and land owners legally liable; 

and adding two bat species to the 

Federal Endangered Species 
list.  They cite WNS for the rea-

son.  “Based on our growing con-

cern about the crisis, in January 

2010 the Center filed two peti-

tions.  The first requests that all caves 

and mines on federal lands be closed 

to protect bats and other cave fauna 

from the spread of the disease, and 

that formal advisories be issued to 
state agencies and private landown-

ers recommending cave closures to 

protect hibernacula on these lands as 

well.”  In addition, in their petitions, 

CBD has stated that all caves in the 

USA must be closed because 

"...Removing the potential for anthro-

pogenic contamination of the habitat 

is critical".   

2. THE PLAN – edit/personalize and 

PRINT OUT AND SIGN THE AT-

TACHED LETTER. 

3. SEND (via email or snail mail or 

fax.)  (email preferred)  ASAP TO: 

Center for Biological Diversity calls for total cave closure 

Kenneth Salazar, Secretary of the Interior U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, N.W.  Washington, D.C. 20240 

http://www.doi.gov/ 

Office of Communications: (202) 208-6416 Feedback Form: http://www.doi.gov/feedback.cfm 

E-Mail: feedback@ios.doi.gov 
 

Thomas Vilsack, Secretary of Agriculture U.S. Department of Agriculture  

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.  Washington, DC 20250 

(202) 720-2791 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome 

   

Robert Gates, Secretary of Defense, U.S. Department of Defense 

1000 Defense Pentagon, Washington, DC 20301-1000 

703-571-3343 

http://www.defense.gov/ 

Comment form: http://www.defense.gov/landing/questions.aspx 

 
Also, please contact your congressional representatives and tell them of your concerns with this petition.  

The letter is on the next page 

http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.doi.gov/feedback.cfm
mailto:feedback@ios.doi.gov
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome
http://www.defense.gov/
http://www.defense.gov/landing/questions.aspx
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Date:__________________________ 

 
FROM:  
 

TO:   
  Kenneth Salazar ï Department of the Interior   
  Thomas Vilsack ï Department of Agriculture 

  Robert Gates ï US Department of Defense 
  
SUBJ:  WHITE NOSE SYNDROME AND PROPOSED CAVE CLOSURES  

 
My name is ________________.  I am a caver and a member of the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National 
Speleological Society (NSS). I would like to express my grave concern over the ñEmergency Petitions to 

Close Caves and Save Bats From Extinctionò filed by the Center for Biological Diversity (CBD) to your 
federal agency. 
 
I am against the CBD plan to close all caves and mines on federal land within the continental United 

States, and for the call for a rule that would impose the threat of penalties against both anyone travel-
ing between caves on public and private land and private landowners. 
 

The threat to private landowners is likely to result in many of them sealing their caves or filling sink-
holes. Sealing caves would prevent bats from entering (or leaving), thus ensuring that any thriving 
ecosystem - including other cave species (endangered or not) that depend primarily upon the energy 

brought into the caves by bats - would die.  In addition, filling sinkholes with rubbish could result in 
pollution leaching into fast moving groundwater in karst terrains, which is something we've worked 
hard to prevent. If the CBD petition is allowed, all this work could quickly be undone. Finally, cave gat-

ing is not a practical option:  Virginia alone has over 4,600 known wild caves.  
 
There is no proof of any human transmission to date . None. During the course of the WNS investiga-

tion over the past years, it has become more and more clear that it is the bats that are transmitting 
the disease. For this reason alone, closing all caves would do absolutely nothing to stop the spread of 
WNS. 

 
The Blue Ridge Grotto, the NSS, and its internal organizations (including many cave conservancies), 
own and manage numerous caves (many with endangered bats and other endangered species) and 

manage them accordingly. Some of our caves are affected by WNS, so we are as invested in finding a 
solution as anyone.  Please see the following web site for more info:  http://www.caves.org/WNS .  
 

We care about caves, and we care about bats.  Donôt let the Center for Biological Diversity dic-
tate a policy that will have exactly the opposite affect from what they are trying to 
achieve .  Please investigate these petitions and let me know what you find out.  

 
Signed, 
 

 
NSS#  
Address: 
Member, Blue Ridge Grotto 
 

http://www.caves.org/WNS
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Registration Form 
 

The Spring VAR/MAR will be held May 21-23, 2010 at the West Virginia State Fairgrounds 

located in Fairlea, West Virginia.  The campground is next to Route 219 in Fairlea, WVa, just 

south of Lewisburg, WV.   
 

Guidebooks will only be printed for those who register early 

 
Early registration by May 1st 2010  -      Full     = $30.00  ____________________ 

(includes VAR or MAR dues and guidebook) Please circle VAR or MAR 

 

Early registration by May 1st 2010  -      under 15 years old  = $23.00  ____________________ 

(does NOT include dues or guidebook) 

 
Registration after May 1st 2010  -       Full     = $33.00  ____________________ 

(includes VAR or MAR dues and guidebook) Please circle VAR or MAR 

 

On-site registration (no guidebook) -     Full     = $35.00  ____________________ 

 

On-site registration (no guidebook)     under 15 years old  = $28.00  ____________________ 

 

Make checks payable to:  Bubble Cave, LLC 

 

Please fill out a form for each person 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Grotto: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 

Mail Form to:  
 Judy Fisher 

 PO Box 276 

 Berkeley Springs, WV  25411 


