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April 16:  BRG meeting, 7:30p Vin-

ton Firehouse. 

April 18-24: Virginia Cave Week.  

See www.vacaveweek.com for info.  

May 1-2: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration 

and restoration projects. Contact Carol 

Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.com to re-

serve a slot. 

May 7-9:  First annual Conservation 

Work Weekend at Crystal Caverns 

at Hupp's Hill in Strasburg, VA. On 

site camping; Saturday lunch will be 

provided. Contact Meredith H. Weberg 

merecaver@yahoo.com 703-451-

3637 for more info. 

May 21: NO BRG meeting - Go to 

Spring VAR!  

May 21-23: Spring VAR (Virginia 

Area Region) Meeting - Hosted by 

Bubble Cave. LLC at the WV State 

Fairgrounds in Fairlea, WV.   

NOTE: Please honor the USFWS mora-
torium on wild caving until more is 
known about White Nose Syndrome. 
Learn more about preventing the 
spread of WNS at  http://www.fws.gov/
n o r t h e a s t / w h i t e n o s e /
FINALContainmentandDecontamina-
tionProceduresforCaversJune2009.pdf  

March 19:   BRG meeting, 7:30p Vin-

ton Firehouse. 

March 26-28: Orientation to Cave Res-

cue Class, Harrisonburg, VA and camp-

ing at Grand Caverns in Grottoes, VA. 

Cave gear, equipment used in this class 

must be properly disinfected before the 

class.   Here are the links to the flyer 

information on the ER-NCRC website:  

http://www.caves.org/committee/er-

ncrc/training.html  

 April 2-4: Annual Easter Restoration 

Field Camp at Grand Caverns. Contact 

Meredith H. Weberg 703-451-3637 

merecaver@yahoo.com See page 18 of 

this issue for more info. 

May 28-31: Speleofest, at the Lone Star 

Cave Preserve, near Elizabethtown, KY. 

Hosted by The Louisville Grotto.  See 

louisville.caves.org/Speleofest.htms  

June 5-6: Resurvey of Grand Caverns/

Cave Hill. Survey, exploration and resto-

ration projects. Contact Carol Tiderman 

ctider@us.ibm.com to reserve a slot. 

June 18: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

June 19:  Catawba Murder Hole BRG 
Day: You MUST sign up.  Contact 

Marian McConnell (540) 309-4707 or  

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com.  See 

page 15 of this issue for more info.   

June 17-20:  59th SERA Cave Carnival, 

Monteagle, TN.  Hosted by the Sewanee 

Mountain Grotto.  Contact Maureen Han-

dler  tnshotgun@earthlink.net for  info. 

Aug 2-6, 2010: NSS Convention, Essex 

Junction, VT.  Chair:  Ken Moore  

mudrat1@pshift.com    

Chairman Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer Safety & Techniques 

Susan Burr 

H: 540-989-5809 

pondlady97@cox.net   

David Socky 

H:540-989-7693 

sockydr@cox.net 

Aaron Moses 

C: 540-520-6507 
amoses80@hotmail.net 

Carl Cornett 

H: 540-342-3950 

 

Dan McConnell 

H: 540-966-1345 

pitresq@aol.com 

The Carbide Dump is published monthly by the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National Speleological Society in Roanoke, Virginia. Distribution date is 
approximately the second week of each month. An issue may be skipped if insufficient material is received.  Contributions of articles and artwork 
are invited and will be gratefully acknowledged. Art work originals will be returned. Contributions should be sent to the editor.   Regular and 
associate grotto membership ($10) includes a Carbide Dump subscription. Subscriber rate is $10.00. Exchanges with other grotto and caving 
organizations are invited.  Direct exchange mail to Al Stewart.  
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Grotto Store 

These goodies are available at each 

and every Grotto meeting: 

 

Snot Gloves:  $1.50 pair 

T-Shirts:  $7.00 each 

BRG Patches:   $4.00 each 

Bumper Stickers:  $1.00 each 

Meeting Notice 
 

The March 19, 2010 meeting of the Blue Ridge 
Grotto will be held at  Vinton Firehouse, 120 

West Jackson Ave.  The meeting will start at 7:30 

pm. 

PROGRAM - This month‟s program will be a 
slide show of recent travels and trips by BRG 

Grotto members.  Bring your pictures on a USB 

memory stick or CD or your laptop. 

Grotto Trip 

Hiking 
Date & Time:  Meet at Hanging Rock Or-

ange Market at 9:00am on Saturday, 

March 19, 2010.  

Leader: Dave Socky 
sockydr@cox.net or  540-989-7693 

Requirements: Basic hiking gear. 

Trip Limit:  No Limit 

Description: I am looking for a 5 to 7 mile 

hike, possibly Mt Pleasant, near Cold Mt 

and the Appalachian trail, just east of Bu-

chanan, VA. 

Everyone should have received their 

2010 BRG membership packets by 

now.  If there are any problems, 

please let me know at 540-989-7693   

or sockymss@cox.net 

Know of a potential caver?  Bring 

them to a BRG meeting, sponsor 

them on a BRG activity, do lots of 

fun things with the best cavers 

around ~  

Cave Softly and Safely 

Membership 
Updates 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 

on the BRG webpage at:  

http://blueridgegrotto.org  
under the „Organization‟ button. 

 
BRG Treasurer's Report 
February 19, 2010 

 
General Fund $ 6614,04 
Conservation $   111.09 
Equipment $   224.12  
Cave Bucks $   125.30             
 Total $ 7074.55 

 

 

NSS and WNS- An updated brochure 
about WNS is now available the NSS 

Web site: 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS flier 

090428.pdf 
 

Please print copies to give to youth 

groups, cave owners, cavers, and anyone 

who might be interested. 

*Only vertically competent cavers 

willing to assist with photography will 

be on the trip to the lower level.  We 

will provide the ropes and rigging, but 

cavers must have their own vertical 

gear.   

 

BRG & White Nose Syndrome: 

At the 6/19/2009 BRG meeting, a dis-

cussion ensued over whether BRG 
should continue to have monthly cav-

ing trips or not. (due to numerous cave 

closures for WNS.)  

RESOLVED: Blue Ridge Grotto will 

not have monthly cave trips during 

the WNS Moratorium. 

BRG Alternative trips will be an-

nounced by email and in the newslet-
ter.  BRG Alternative trips can include 

hiking, boating, camping, rappelling, 

digging, ridgewalking, sinkhole clean-

ups, commercial cave conservation 

projects, etc.  If you do go caving, 
PLEASE THOROUGHLY DECON-

TAMINATE YOURSELF, YOUR HEL-

MET, GEAR,  CLOTHES & VEHICLE 

AFTERWARD following the published 

procedures!!  Please honor all cave 

closures. Thanks. 

Catawba Murder Hole BRG Day:   
 

Saturday, June 19, 2010, 9am 
The trip will have 3 purposes: 

Check on the bats for WNS in all 3 

levels.* 

Photograph all 3 levels for the 

book. Marian is writing about Mur-

der Hole.* 

Offer vertical training (in the Day-

light Cave only).  

CLEAN DECONTAMINATED gear is 

mandatory.  BRG members only.  There 

is no limit to how many people can par-

ticipate in the training by Dan, our Safety 

& Techniques Officer, in the Daylight 

Cave, but we‟ll probably limit the lower 

level trip to 12.  Please RSVP to Marian 

McConnell at: (540) 309-4707 or email 

at  marian.mcconnell@gmail.com 

http://members.cox.net/sockydr/brg/dump/brgdump.htm
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
mailto:mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
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Snakes, Spiders, and Caves 
By Pat Sims 

While out in Tucson on business re-

cently, I finagled my way onto a cave 

trip. It was to a small cave called "Bill's 

Cave" owned appropriately enough by a 

guy named…Bill. The purpose of the trip 
was to teach surveying to grotto mem-

bers and I offered to work the tape. 

Arriving at Bill‟s house, he invited us in 

while we waited for others to show up. 

Walking in, I wished that someone had 

warned me that Bill is a professor of her-

petology and entomology…he likes bugs, 

snakes, etc.  

I, on the other hand, do not.  

Looking around, I see that Bill has a 

large collection of spiders, tortoises, and 

snakes (including rattlesnakes) in his 

house. You read that correctly…IN HIS 

HOUSE! He offered to give us a tour, so 

I put on my brave face and acted inter-

ested, all the while thinking that I needed 

to GET OUT OF THAT HOUSE! I just 
knew that something had escaped from 

its cage/pen/tank totally unnoticed by 

Bill and was waiting to bite me. Is the 

rattlesnake that you can‟t see in the tank 

because it‟s hiding REALLY hiding in 

the tank? I wasn‟t buying it for a minute. 

I just KNEW it was actually under a ta-

ble ready to strike my leg as I walked by. 

Finishing the tour, Bill invited us out into 

his backyard…which I was VERY happy 
to do until I realized it was to go look at 

his rattlesnake enclosure. 

Shit. 

Leading us into a greenhouse, Bill 

walked over to a separate area and told 

us to look over a small door. Looking 

over the door was the last thing I wanted 

to do, but not wanting to be a sissy, I did 
it anyway. Imagine my delight when I 

saw four large rattlesnakes! I quickly 

said “Hmmm” and backed away from the 

door.  

Apparently Bill decided that looking at 

the snakes over the door was not good 

enough and that we needed a closer look. 

Watching Bill open the door, my butt 

puckered a bit and I thought to myself, 
“Oh, Lord, PLEASE don‟t let him do 

what I think he‟s gonna do!” Sure 

enough, Bill picked up one of the 

snakes and held it out for us to get a 

closer look. 

I quickly realized that I hadn‟t backed 

up far enough earlier…I should have 

backed up to Dallas. 

Thankfully, Bill put the snake away 

without anyone dying and we headed 

for the cave. 

I should mention at this point that we 

had been told two nights earlier that 
Bill‟s Cave was home to many assorted 

critters, such as a rattlesnake living 

somewhere in the first section, cave 

crickets, a new species of scorpion, and 

many, MANY Brown Recluse spiders.  

Arriving at the cave, Bill gallantly of-

fered to climb in first to look for the 

rattlesnake. I watched as he cautiously 

climbed down the ladder, looking into 
every nook and cranny for the snake. 

Getting to the bottom, Bill yelled back 

up, “ALL CLEAR! C‟mon down!”. 

I must admit that I hesitated a second 

before I stepped onto the ladder. In the 

back of my mind, I kept telling myself 

not to worry…the snake was probably 

dead and that crawling among Brown 

Recluse spiders would be no big deal. 

Unfortunately, the other half of my 
brain kept telling me that not only was 

the missing rattlesnake waiting for me, 

it was going to bite me in the face, 

make me fall off the ladder, and hordes 

of poisonous spiders would finish me 

off when I hit the ground below. 

Wishing I were someplace else, I 

bravely descended the ladder, totally 

ready to shoot back up and run like hell 

the first nano-second I heard anything 
even CLOSE to a rattle. Luckily, I 

made it to the bottom without inci-

dent…it would have been really em-

barrassing  for the locals to see me 

blast out of the cave and disappear over 

the horizon screaming like a girl. 

Reaching the bottom of the ladder, I 

looked around and didn‟t see any spi-

ders! YAY!!! Then Bill began pointing 
them out to me…crap. They were 

about an inch or so across and I could 

just picture my flesh falling off from their 

bite if I wasn‟t careful. And oh, yes…I 

was gonna be DAMNED careful! 

Once everyone was in, class began. Get-

ting ready to take the first shot, Tom, the 

teacher, told me to crawl into a small hole 

and find a good place for the next station. 

Looking into the hole, I remembered the 

spiders and thought, “I do NOT want to 

go in there!” But in I went…after putting 

my head in and not seeing any spiders. 

And believe me, I looked. Hard. 

Once in the hole, I turned around, located 
a good spot for the station, looked 

down…and saw a spider on my arm. See-

ing a poisonous spider on your arm that 

could put you in the hospital is not a fun 

thing and I think I may have peed a little 

before flicking it off. While wondering 

how I missed it on my initial inspection 

of the hole, I yelled out, emphasizing the 

importance of taking the shot as fast as 

humanly possible, because I was NOT 

going to spend a second longer than nec-
essary in the pit of death they had sent me 

into. 

Thankfully, the shot was taken with no 

delays and I was able to rejoin the group. 

I quickly un-volunteered to work the 

tape. I had decided that someone else 

could go into small holes…I was gonna 

spend the rest of the trip trying to survive. 

Thankfully, it was a small cave and we 

were only in it for a couple of hours. But 

I gotta tell ya, it was the LONGEST cou-

ple of hours of my life. Climbing up the 

ladder into the sunshine (avoiding the 

missing rattlesnake AGAIN) was one of 

the happiest moments of my life. 
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Members of the National Speleological 

Society (NSS), the nation‟s largest cave 

exploration and conservation organiza-

tion, today called on several federal agen-

cies to partner in combating White Nose 
Syndrome (WNS), a disease that has been 

killing tens of thousands of bats in the 

eastern United States. 

Since the disease‟s discovery, the NSS 

has provided valuable support toward 

finding a cure, including scientific study, 

field work and research funding. The 

nonprofit organization seeks to protect 

caves and their natural contents through 

conservation, stewardship, ownership and 
public education, promoting responsible 

cave exploration and fellowship among 

those interested in caves. 

“We are offering the resources of our 

more than 11,000 members to help com-

bat this threat to bats, and in doing so, 

aligning with our long-term goals of en-

suring the public‟s appreciation and en-

joyment of the unique cave environment 
and all the species that live within it,” 

said Gordon Birkhimer, NSS president. 

The NSS proposed a multi-pronged ini-

tiative to expand the fight against WNS. 

Key strategies include: 

Enhancing existing memoranda of un-

derstanding between the NSS and the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 

U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of 

Land Management, and the National 

Park Service to fight WNS; 

Reaching out to affiliated cave con-

servancies along with NSS members to 

assist with field work, public educa-

tion, and cave and bat monitoring and 

conservation; 

Focusing WNS containment strategies, 

research, and resources on the ac-

knowledged primary method of disease 

transmission – bat to bat; 

Targeting cave closure strategies at 

priority bat roosting sites in a scien-

tifically defensible, financially man-

ageable, and effective manner to 

minimize disturbance of hibernating 

colonies and help prevent the dis-

ease‟s spread from identified WNS 

sites; 

Applying scientifically developed 

cleaning and decontamination proto-

cols for any clothing, gear, or equip-

ment used in cave visitation or bat 

research in caves in a targeted man-
ner that engenders high levels of 

compliance; 

Promoting vigilance against reuse of 

any gear from a WNS-infected cave 
outside that area; and 

Finding and focusing sufficient fund-

ing for priority research needs, in-

cluding understanding WNS‟ pro-
gression and identifying and analyz-

ing disease resistance that may help 

bat populations recover. 

 

Since 2006, WNS has been advancing 

from an epicenter near Albany, N.Y., 

and now has reached as far as north-

eastern Tennessee. Bat populations in 

affected hibernacula have been reduced 

by as much as 70-95%.  Although the 

cause of the disease has not been con-
firmed, a novel fungus, Geomyces de-

structans, has been identified as a com-

mon factor in all the bat deaths. 

WNS‟ spread follows a typical geo-

graphic pattern of infectious disease, 

leading most investigators to believe 

the fungus is implicated, either as the 

direct cause, or an opportunistic entity 

taking advantage of bats. The NSS and 

others working to combat this threat 
are beginning to develop baseline data 

and experimental mitigation strategies 

to slow or stop WNS and protect at-risk 

bat populations. 

NSS members have been at the forefront 
of WNS study through field and labora-

tory work, science and management 

strategy symposiums, public education 

and funding a research grant program. 

Efforts include a number of caves owned 

and managed by the NSS where WNS 

has spread. The NSS operates one of the 

most active and informative WNS Web 

sites, www.caves.org/WNS 

“Having been intimately involved in the 
WNS investigation to date, and with the 

current developments, we feel we have 

the opportunity to refine and accelerate 

our efforts collaboratively,” Birkhimer 

added. “We bring a lot to the table – 

nearly 70 years of cave resource conser-

vation experience – and believe now is 

time to build upon our existing relation-

ships and rededicate ourselves to solving 

this challenge by gaining synergies with 

federal agencies and other stakeholders.” 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Gordon Birkhimer – (703) 573-4653, 

president@caves.org   and  

Peter Youngbaer – (802) 272-3802, 

wnsliaison@caves.org  
 
 

National Speleological Society 
2813 Cave Avenue 

Huntsville, AL  35810-4431  USA 
Office:  256-852-1300 
Fax:  256-851-9241 

Web:  http://www.caves.org 
E-mail:  nss@caves.org 

 
 

 

NEWS ī FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 3/1/2010 
 

LARGEST U.S. CAVE EXPLORERSõ GROUP  
URGES PUBLIC -PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP  

TO COMBAT  BAT - KILLING DISEASE  

http://www.caves.org/WNS
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Hop on down to the GRAND CAVERNS EASTER RESTORATION CAMP, sponsored by the Virginia 
Region of the National Speleological Society on April 2 - 4 (Friday - Sunday), 2010. If you enjoy the 
camaraderie of fellow cavers, join us for our annual gravel hauling express through beautiful Grand 
Caverns, and our equally exciting conservation escapades in nearby Fountain Cave!. Repair broken 
formations. Eradicate moss. Improve cave-owner relations and a whole lot more! A great way to kick 
those Old Man Winter Blues! Primitive camping, socializing with fellow cavers, and food and bever-
age provided for Saturday lunch and dinner! An Easter egg hunt for the kids on Sunday morning 
(depending upon number of kids)! And, best of all it's all free (okay, the Easter Pig is accepting do-
nations)! If arriving at night and the gates are closed, check the left-hand gate, it is usually left with 
the hasp in-place so that it appears locked to the uninitiated. 

Directions: 

From I-81, take Exit 235 to SR 256, [turn left if traveling South on I-81, and right if trav-
eling North on I-81, toward Grottoes]. Travel East on SR 256 for 7 miles to Grottoes. 
At the intersection of Dogwood Avenue (Rt. 825), turn South [Right] on Dogwood. 
Travel South on Dogwood Ave. for 1,000 ft. Turn Right into the Entrance of Grand 
Caverns [Grand Caverns Drive]. Phone (888) 430-2283. 

For more information, contact: 
Andy Reeder, cavecon@earthlink.net   434-392-7452 
Meredith Hall Weberg, merecaver@yahoo.com  703-451-3637 

21st 

  April 2 - 4, 2010 

mailto:mailto:cavecon@earthlink.net
mailto:mailto:merecaver@yahoo.com
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Registration Form 
 

The Spring VAR/MAR will be held May 21-23, 2010 at the West Virginia State Fairgrounds 

located in Fairlea, West Virginia.  The campground is next to Route 219 in Fairlea, WVa, just 

south of Lewisburg, WV.   
 

Guidebooks will only be printed for those who register early 

 
Early registration by May 1st 2010  -      Full     = $30.00  ____________________ 

(includes VAR or MAR dues and guidebook) Please circle VAR or MAR 

 

Early registration by May 1st 2010  -      under 15 years old  = $23.00  ____________________ 

(does NOT include dues or guidebook) 

 
Registration after May 1st 2010  -       Full     = $33.00  ____________________ 

(includes VAR or MAR dues and guidebook) Please circle VAR or MAR 

 

On-site registration (no guidebook) -     Full     = $35.00  ____________________ 

 

On-site registration (no guidebook)     under 15 years old  = $28.00  ____________________ 

 

Make checks payable to:  Bubble Cave, LLC 

 

Please fill out a form for each person 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Grotto: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 

Mail Form to:  
 Judy Fisher 

 PO Box 276 

 Berkeley Springs, WV  25411 

 
And the winners are:   

 
January 2009  - Doug Feller up the Big Slit in Porter Cave, VA.   

May 2009  - Cave Salamander. 

September 2009  - Dave Socky in Serpent Cave, VA. 

October 2009  - Strange Formations in El Soplo de los Toros, Mexico.   

November 2009  - Keystone River Cave, TN.  

 

These covers will be submitted to the Graphic Arts Salon at the NSS Convention in Vermont.  Thank You for voting! 


