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July 10-11: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration 

and restoration projects. Contact Carol 

Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.com to re-
serve a slot.  (NOTE: Change from 

usual weekend) 

July 15-18: Karst-O-Rama, held at 

Great Saltpeter Cave Preserve, Mt. 

Vernon, KY.  Hosted by GCG.  See 

www.karstorama.com for registration, 

info.    

July 16:  BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

Aug 2-6, 2010: NSS Convention, Es-

sex Junction, VT.  Chair:  Ken Moore  

mudrat1@pshift.com   

Aug 28-29: Resurvey of Grand Cav-

erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration 

and restoration projects. Contact Carol 
Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.com to re-

serve a slot. (This is Sept. weekend, 

moved to avoid conflicts). 

NOTE: Please honor the USFWS mora-
torium on wild caving until more is 
known about White Nose Syndrome. 
Learn more about preventing the 
spread of WNS at  http://www.fws.gov/
n o r t h e a s t / w h i t e n o s e /
FINALContainmentandDecontamina-
tionProceduresforCaversJune2009.pdf  

 

June 18: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

June 19:  Catawba Murder Hole BRG 

Day: You MUST sign up.  Contact 
Marian McConnell (540) 309-4707 or  
marian.mcconnell@gmail.com.  See 

page 35 of this issue for more info.  

June 17-20:  59th annual SERA Cave 

Carnival, Monteagle, TN.  Hosted by the 

Sewanee Mountain Grotto.  Contact 

M a u r e e n  Ha n d l e r   t n s h o t -

gun@earthlink.net for more info. 

 

Sept. 2-6: Old Timer's Reunion, Dailey, 

WV.  You must be a TRA member to 

attend.  See www.otr.org for more info.   

Sept 17: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vinton 

Firehouse. 

Oct 7-10: 33rd Annual TAG Fall Cave-

In, Lookout Mountain, GA.  Hosted by 

Dogwood City Grotto. NSS members and 

guests only.  Sorry, no dogs or ATVs.  

See www.tagfallcavein.org for registra-

tion & info.   

Oct 16: Bridge Day. See http://

www.officialbridgeday.com/  for more 

info  

Nov 13:  WVCC Banquet.  Contact Bob 

Hoke at 301-725-5877 or bob@hoke.net 

for more info. 

Chairman Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer Safety & Techniques 

Susan Burr 

H: 540-989-5809 

pondlady97@cox.net   

David Socky 

H:540-989-7693 

sockydr@cox.net 

Aaron Moses 

C: 540-520-6507 
amoses80@hotmail.net 

Carl Cornett 

H: 540-342-3950 

 

Dan McConnell 

H: 540-966-1345 

pitresq@aol.com 

The Carbide Dump is published monthly by the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National Speleological Society in Roanoke, Virginia. Distribution date is 
approximately the second week of each month. An issue may be skipped if insufficient material is received.  Contributions of articles and artwork 
are invited and will be gratefully acknowledged. Art work originals will be returned. Contributions should be sent to the editor.   Regular and 
associate grotto membership ($10) includes a Carbide Dump subscription. Subscriber rate is $10.00. Exchanges with other grotto and caving 
organizations are invited.  Direct exchange mail to Al Stewart.  
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Grotto Store 

These goodies are available at each 

and every Grotto meeting: 

 

Snot Gloves:  $1.50 pair 

T-Shirts:  $7.00 each 

BRG Patches:   $4.00 each 

Bumper Stickers:  $1.00 each 

Meeting Notice 

The June 18, 2010 meeting of the Blue 

Ridge Grotto will be held at  Vinton 

Firehouse, 120 West Jackson Ave.  The 

meeting will start at 7:30 pm. 

PROGRAM - Slide programs of recent cave 

and hiking trips by members of the Blue 
Ridge Grotto.  So bring your memory stick 
of photos from those great trips.  A laptop 
will be available, plus photos from trips in 
2009 and early 2010 will be shown if no one 

else brings anything interesting. 

Grotto Trip 

Catawba Murder Hole, VA 
Date & Time:  Meet at Hanging Rock 

Orange Market at 9:00am on Saturday, 

June 19, 2010.  

Leader: Dan and Marian McConnell 

(540) 309-4707 or 

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com 

 Requirements: Basic caving gear.  

Vertical gear for lower level 

Trip Limit: no limit Daylight cave, 12 

lower level. 

We did not have a May BRG meeting, 

because it was Spring VAR weekend. 

If you go caving, please remember to 

"cave regionally" and to clean and de-

con all of your gear after every trip. 

Know of a potential caver?  Bring them 

to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 

BRG activity, do lots of fun things with 

the best cavers around ~   

Cave Softly and Safely 
 

Updates 
 
Welcome Back! 
 
Todd Bryan   
PO Box 90252 
Santa Barbara, CA  93190 
(423) 534-2773 
bryan@cs.utk.edu 

Membership 
Updates 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 

on the BRG webpage at:  

http://blueridgegrotto.org  
under the „Organization‟ button. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
APRIL 16, 2010  

General Fund:   $ 6722.94  

Conservation: $   111.09  

Equipment:         $   224.12  
Cave Bucks:   $   127.30  

 Total        $ 7185.45 
 
Also - 

The West Virginia Cave Conservancy 

refunded $150.00 to BRG (a donation 

they did not use.)  This amount has been 
deposited in the BRG general fund, and 

the membership may wish to move it to 

the conservation fund.  So, the new bal-

ance should be $7335.45. 
 

Description 

The trip will have 3 purposes: 

Check on the bats for WNS in 

all 3 levels.* 

Photograph all 3 levels for the 

book. Marian is writing about 

Murder Hole.* 

Offer vertical training (in the 

Daylight Cave only).  

*Only vertically competent cavers 

willing to assist with photography 

will be on the trip to the lower level.  

We will provide the ropes and rig-

ging, but cavers must have their own 

vertical gear.   

CLEAN DECONTAMINATED 

gear is mandatory. BRG members 
only. There is no limit to how many 

people can participate in the training 

by Dan, our Safety & Techniques 

Officer, in the Daylight Cave, but 

we‟ll probably limit the lower level 

trip to 12.  Please RSVP to Marian 

McConnell at: (540) 309-4707 or 

email at  

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com 

August Frivolities 
BRG does not schedule an August 

meeting (due to vacations, and parking 

conflicts with the Vinton Festival).  In 

recent years, we have held a pool party, 

but attendance to that event has fallen 
off.  Does anyone have a suggestion 

for this year's activity?  

 
Cave Survey Declinations  
The National Geophysical Data Center 

has released the latest geomagnetic 

models which are good for the 2010-

2015 timeframe. You will need these to 

calculate your compass declinations for 

your particular cave area. There are a 

number of software options out there, 

some need a manual upgrade. There 
are also excellent calculators on the 

NGDC web site.   

http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/geomag/  

mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
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Cass Cave 
 By Aaron Moses 

We started our day hiking around 

in the rain while Greg looked for 

the very obscure Annex en-

trance.  We were all relived when 

he found it, because one could 

walk within a few feet and not see 

it.  After the tight entrance pit we 

continued down the main Annex 

passage, which was quite pretty 

with much of the ceiling lined 

with white soda straws.  A little 

navigation, some drops and climb 

downs put us in the bottom of a 

beautiful dome with the cave‟s 

classic “Y” shaped splattermite 

formation.  After Brian took a pic-

ture, Dave, Alan, and I headed 

down to the waterfall to take in 

the sights and to warm up.  At first 

it seemed that we wouldn‟t be 

able to see the waterfall through 

all the mist, but holding our head-

lamps at arm‟s length gave us a 

pretty spectacular view of the 

falls. 

 After getting back from our tour, 

Brian and Dave split off to take 

pictures while Greg, Alan, and I 

headed through the Cat Crawl to 

the back side of the cave.  The Cat 

Crawl was definitely the nastiest 

thing we went through with a 3” 

deep pool right before a tight 

spot in the crawlway, but after 

that we were rewarded with 

m u c h  m o r e  b i g  p a s -

sage.  Continuing down past the 

Madonna formation, we reached 

our first lead for the day.  Greg 

and Alan checked it out and de-

cided that they would have to 

break formations to get through, 

making it inaccessible, so we 

continued on through the key-

hole to the Shay passage.  The 

keyhole was a short and slimy 

climb up that we all had a little 

trouble with.  Shortly beyond it, 

the passage seemed to change in 

character as it became much 

drier.  We then came to a small 

room with several good 

leads.  A good sized passage 

came in at ceiling level that 

looked very enticing.  I first 

tried climbing up some flow-

stone on the left side of it, but 

found that I would need a bolt or 

a couple 1-2” cams to get up 

onto the flowstone.  I then 

checked out a series of ledges on 

the right.  Though it could be 

free climbed without protection, 

it seemed too dangerous and it 

would have involved messing up 

some undisturbed river cobbles 

covering one ledge, which I 

thought were pretty.  But I was 

able to get up high enough on 

this side to see that the passage 

maintains its proportions for at 

least 20 feet. We also noticed that 

this passage seemed to continue 

on the other side.  This lead would 

probably require at least 3 bolts of 

direct aid to reach.  Alan the 

rigged a hand line and etrier for 

me to check out a lead in the 

floor.  This lead was a narrow 

flowstone funnel that belled out 

into what looked like a reasonable 

sized chamber.  I started in, but 

came to a stop as soon as my butt 

hit the tight spot.  I might have 

been able to force it through, but it 

didn‟t  seem like a good 

idea.  Getting out was a struggle as 

it was.  I even had to get a little 

help from Alan and Greg once my 

knees were in the tight spot.  We 

continued further out the passage 

and looked around for a climb 

down to Glass Creek but the only 

route down we could find looked 

too hairy to down climb, so we 

made the decision to bail. 

 We got back to the pretty dome 

just as Brian and Dave were top-

ping out the first rope.  We all 

continued out fairly uneventfully 

other than me leading Alan down 

a wrong turn for 100‟ or so.  After 

struggling out the tight entrance 

pit we were all happy to find that 

the rain had stopped and we en-

joyed our dry hike back down to 

the cars. 

Disclaimer:  Cass Cave is currently 
closed, but the group surveying the 

cave has special permission from the 

landowner to enter the cave in order 

to complete the survey. 
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By Mary Sue Socky 

Spring VAR was held at the WV 

State Fairgrounds in Fairlea, WV 

on May 21-23, 2010. 

Spring VAR was hosted by Bub-

ble Cave LLC. 

330 cavers attended the event. 

There were 19 led cave trips, and 

141 people went underground!  

(This figure does not include 

cavers who visited the area com-

mercial caves, or "pick-up" trips.) 

Bubble Cave set up a NICE de-

contamination center for cavers to 

use after caving trips - complete 

with pressure washers.  And 

cavers used it!  There was a line of 

cavers patiently waiting  to use the 

facilities to decon their gear.   

Bubble Cave built the decon 

center for $330.00.  This facility 

will be used during NSS Con-

vention 2012. 

It only rained on us half the 

time, especially Friday night and 

Saturday morning.   Saturday 

afternoon and evening was nice, 

with a very foggy Sunday morn-

ing. 

Phil Lucas, Phil Royster, and 

Bill Balfour gave an excellent 

presentation on the history of 

Culverson Creek Cave System, 

WV. 

The Landowner Recognition 

award went to Richard Bantel, 

owner of Wildcat Cave entrance 

to Culverson Creek. 

Mr. Bantel then astounded every-

one by announcing he is creating a 

conservation easement for the 

Wild Cat entrance to Culverson 

Creek Cave, and will be giving 50 

acres (including the Wild Cat en-

trance) and underground mineral 

rights to the West Virginia Cave 

Conservancy!   Thank You, Mr. 

Bantel!! 

WVSS reports there are 4447 

caves in West Virginia 

VSS reports there are 4448 caves 

in Virginia. 

No one stepped forward to host 

Fall VAR.  Any takers??  Please 

let Carol Tiderman know if you 

are interested.   

Front to back: Cole Franz, Pat Sims, Randy Michael Back to front: Carl Cornett, Cole 

Franz, Pat Sims, Randy Michael 

Pictures of the Wildcat entrance to Culverson Creek Cave, during a BRG trip a few 

years ago.  Photos by Dave Socky  


